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Ihaia Road was closed for a 
time last Thursday following 
an accident involving two 
vehicles. 

The crash occurred about 
1.36pm just north of the 
Opunake substation, and the 
Opunake Fire Brigade and St 
John’s Ambulance attended.   

Opunake chief fi re offi cer 
Craig Dingle said it was a 
head-on crash and air bags 
went off in both vehicles. 
The occupants of both 
vehicles were able to walk 
away from the crash, he said.    

It is understood three 
people sustained moderate 
injuries. 

Accident closes Ihaia Road

The scene of the accident in Ihaia Road near Opunake, which caused a road closure.

Car torched on Wiremu Road

ABOVE: Front view of the torched Toyota Caldina. Note the burnt vegetation which 
could have led to a major grass fi re. 

The white Toyota Caldina 
has been positioned on 
Wirema Road near the 
turnoff to Kina Road for 
several days, maybe a week. 
One of the rear tyres was 
fl at. Its registration number 
was HGF 438.  

One of the Opunake & 
Coastal News staff had noted 
the registration number 
and was about to report the 
situation to the police when 

A close up of the interior of the Toyota showing the extent of the senseless 
destruction. The Police are keen to fi nd out more about this crime. Can you 
help?  Also refer to Coastal Cops Column page 6.

Head students at 
Coastal Taranaki 
School. See page 3.

Opunake High 
School’s Head 
Prefects. See page 3.

New principal of 
Manaia School. p7

Water restrictions for 
Okato and Inglewood. 
Page 4.

New signs with an old 
message. Page 5

Car thieves are about, 
with a vehicle stolen from 
Arawhata Road on Monday/
Tuesday on February 17-18. 
It was a green 2008 Holden 
Commodore registration 
GGY437.

If anyone has seen the 
vehicle or has any knowledge 
of the the theft the police on 
111 would be very keen to 
hear from anyone who can 
assist in the enquiry.

A car that had broken down 
in Wiremu Road was also 
torched in the morning of 
February 18.

he discovered on February 
18 that it had been torched. 
Also, an extensive area of 
dry grass on the nearby bank 
has been burnt.  There was 
fi re service tape around the 
burnt out car, so presumably 
the fi re service had been 
there to extinguish the fi re, 
but there was no mention 
of any callout in the recent 
Opunake Fire Brigade report 
(in this issue). 

However, further 
information has been 
provided by Constable 
Bryce Allison who tried to 
contact the owner, several 
days ago, without success. 
He then contacted the South 
Taranaki District Council so 
they could remove the car. 
Unfortunately, before they 
could act a tyre was removed 
from the car and the vehicle 
was torched on the morning 
of February 18.

 If anyone has information 
about this crime can they 
contact the Police.

How to be smarter at 
growing grass. See page 
16.
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Rahotu bowls its way 
into history. Page 21



• Machinery Repairs   • 3.5 Ton Crane Truck
• Structural Steel, Stainless & Alloy Fabrication
• Turret Punching, Plate Shearing & Notching

• Large Bed Heavy Press  • Alloy Welding
• Digital Heavy Duty Lathe   • Cowsheds

• Crane Hire  • Fitting & Turning
• Keyway Cutting & Broaching

We supply bearings, steel, fasteners, chain and 
general engineering supplies. 

Also hydraulic hoses, fittings and crimping.

We are a local company training local people.

Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz
WAREA

CALL OUR FRIENDLY SALES TEAM AT THE

23 Napier St, Opunake
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My letter printed 
Thursday Feb 6th regarding 
falsifi cation of OPCW 
reporting (Organisation for 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons) reads so terribly 
that I must apologise to 
any reader trying to wade 
through it.

 What I mean to say is: 

Syria gas attack
The OPCW has been found 
falsifying its own scientifi c 
report of the Douma gas 
attack in Syria in 2018.

There is evidence OPCW 
Head Offi ce further ordered 
its staff to cover that 
falsifi cation up.

The OPCW at the same 
moment, is bidding to 

change its United Nations’ 
mandate from “Independent 
Scientifi c reporting of fact - 
without blame,”  to that of 
one able to ‘attribute’ blame. 

A bid that our Government 
is paying Eu64,000 to help 
fi nance.

My question is: Why 
would our Government be 

fi nancing this offi cial shift 
in OPCW policy just when 
OPCW is found guilty of 
manipulating evidence to 
lay blame for the Douma 
gas attack on the Syrian 
Government of Bashar al 
Assad? 

                     Roger Morris
                                    Oeo 

I recall a group of girls in a 
large high school outside of 
Taranaki, who regularly ate 
their lunches while sitting on 
the very public steps of the 
school’s counselling block. 
This seemingly exclusive 
clique of seven or eight high 
achieving and beautifully 
presented Year 11 and 12 
girls regularly used God’s 
name in vain, and spouted 
sexualised language that 
would embarrass their 
grandmothers’ socks off. 
I greeted them saying, 
“Ladies, how can such 
intelligent and beautiful girls 
use such fi lthy language?” 
They looked momentarily 
stunned; then one said 
with a fl eeting quizzical 
smile, “Thanks, sir, for the 
compliment.” They loved 
my compliments about their 
beauty and intelligence 
but couldn’t care less 
about their fi lthy language. 

Words matter
Interestingly, another girl 
piped up, “If the boys can 
swear, we can too.”

 We live amidst postmodern 
language-based gender wars: 
women vs. women with 
the abortion and feminist 
issues and women vs. men 
with stereotyped toxic 
masculinity to name two. A 
third major example is the 
70 plus non-binary language 
constructed gender options 
for transgender, transsexual 
and intersex individuals 
(non-binary means outside 
of exclusively masculine or 
feminine genders). These 
examples are weaponised 
by a socially constructed 
language tsunami of gender 
categories. Any gender 
identity can become “fl uid.” 
This means that if someone 
becomes attracted to one 
or more of the 70 plus 
genders, it is acceptable 
to fl uidly change their 

partner/s, gender/s or sexual 
preferences. These game-
changing societal issues 
require thinking and open 
discussion from both secular 
and Christian perspectives. 
It may boil down to 
respectfully agreeing to 
disagree? 

Many, however, shy away 
from respectful debate—
fearful of homophobic, 
sexist, divisive or hate 
speech labeling. Here, Jesus’ 
challenge for Christians 
is to love those who hate 
and discriminate against 
them. One wonders how 
the media’s language 
campaigners, social and 
others, will affect our 
children’s sexual and 
mental health and future 
family relationships? What 
input will the government, 
churches and the New 
Zealand Health Curriculum 
have in a postmodern world 

of ever-changing alternative 
facts and realities?  

Today’s message refl ects 
upon the power of  language 
in forming beliefs, values 
and lifestyles—including 
having respect for the name 
of  God, who created and 
loves us all.  Jesus advised 
us that “all” our everyday 
language matters, “But i tell 
you that men [and women] 
will have to give account 
for every careless word they 
have spoken. for by your 
words you will be acquitted 
and by your words you will 
be condemned” (Matthew 
12: 36 NIV). 

 Words matter. They have 
the power to connect or 
disconnect people. Maybe 
that’s why God gave us 100 
billion brain cells, two ears 
and one mouth.  

                            Adelphos
  

Every evening at dusk, like 
clockwork, two sets of ears 
would appear silhouetted 
against the twilight, crouched 
near the guttering of the roof.

After some time as darkness 
descended they would climb 
down a tree and land on my 
verandah.

On an old disused fi re I’d 
leave a banana and other 
fruit. Sometimes they would 
take the fruit from my hand. 

I could stroke the mother. 
The baby was more timid and 
would bravely venture forth 
then spooked, run back to the 
mother for security climbing 
on her back. It was comical 
and endearing to watch.

They were two possums. 
There was another possum 
too that would turn up. The 
father.

They were cute.
By coincidence my sis-

ter who lives in Australia – 
where possums are protected 
– also had tame possums 
she’d describe in her letters 
to me. 

They’d been coming for a 
long time, living I think in 
the attic of my house though 
I once climbed on the roof 
to see if they were sleeping 
in a cabbage tree alongside 
the house. I googled where 
possums sleep - often in trees 
but I couldn’t see them in the 
cabbage tree.

Some weeks ago they 
stopped coming.

I wasn’t sure why.
I left fruit out and occca-

sionally caught sight of a lone 
possum, the less tame male, 
I assumed.

But the mother and baby I 
never saw again.

On the weekend just past I 
heard  what sounded like a 
gun. Perhaps an air gun. I had 
a sick feeling when I heard 
the noise.

I left fruit out that night. 
The next morning it remained 
uneaten.

It was still there several 
days later.

I wondered.
Did someone newly arrived 

Who killed my pet possums?
in our lovely quiet cul de sac 
where some of the properties 
back onto farmland shoot 
them?

Occasionally I’d return 
home at night and there’d  
be a few rabbits scampering 
around. Would they be next?  
Birds. Or my cats (which 
were originally strays). 

So what of my pet possums?
It is against the law to dis-

charge fi rearms in a township 
according to Constable Bryce 
Allison. “You can’t discharge 
a fi rearm in or near a dwelling 
house.”

Air guns are considered 
fi rearms he added.

And with good reason.
Hunters who like to kill 

sometimes shoot each other 
of course. By accident.

And they sometimes shoot 
others. Like the camper who 
was shot a few years ago 
while brushing her teeth.

Laws are there for a reason. 
So we can all rest easy in our 
home.

If the possums were shot 
hopefully this article might 
make the thoughtless idiot 
who did it think.

Animal lover
 .
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Kotahitanga or Unity 
and Togetherness is this 
year’s theme at Opunake 
High School. It is a theme 
which head prefects Blake 
Harkness and Meg Gibson 
have taken to heart. 

Blake came to Opunake 
High School halfway 
through Year 10 from 
Whanganui High School. 
This meant a big change 
going from a school with a 
roll of 1600 to one with a roll 
of 320, he says.

“I love it much more here 
than Whanganui,” he says.

One interest of his is 
the school’s Peer Support 
program, which he sees 
as fi tting in well with the 
Kotahitanga theme.

“Twice every term all the 
Year 13s pair up with Year 
9 students, so they become 
more comfortable with us 
and helps them develop 
friendships,” he says.

Moving together into a new year

Meg Gibson and Blake Harkness, Head Students at Opunake High School.

He is studying calculus, 
chemistry, physics, digital 
technology and statistics and 
lists volleyball among his 
interests. He says he wants 
to go on to university and 
work in the maths/science 
area, but at this stage is still 
unsure of his exact plans.

Meg plays soccer for the 
high school and is studying 
biology, chemistry, health, 
calculus and statistics.

She says she is unsure 
about her plans for next year 
but wants to be a paramedic, 
an interest she says has 
been encouraged through 
her involvement with the 
Opunake Surf Life Saving 
Club.

“I’ve dealt with lots of fi rst 
aids and I’ve really enjoyed 
it. I like helping people,” she 
said.

Assisting Blake and Meg in 
leading the 14 prefect-strong 
team will be deputy head 

prefects Jackson Henare, 
Tamara Turnbull and Jamiee 
Siciliano.

School principal Peter 
O’Leary said the new 
leaders had made strong 
contributions to the school, 
especially in the last year. 
They had been chosen 
through a team decision 
involving himself, the 
deputy principals and school 
deans.

“It’s cool to see the 
leadership they will offer. 
We’ve got so many students 
of a high calibre with so 
many different strengths it’s 
always a diffi cult decision to 
make.”

He said the school roll is 
similar to last year’s and 
he was pleased with the 
school’s NCEA results.

“I’m really proud of the 
kids, and I’m proud of the 
staff too.”

The Head Students for 2020 
at Coastal Taranaki School 
(CTS) are Te Ahumairangi 
Waaka (aged 16) and 
Mackenzie Hill (aged 17). 
They were interviewed 

Looking out for their fellow students

The school leaders at Coastal Taranaki School for 2020 are Te Ahumairangi 
Waaka (left) and Mackenzie Hill.

at CTS on Wednesday 
February 12.

Te Ahumairangi Waaka
When she heard of her 

appointment she said, “I 

was nervous and felt pretty 
humble.”

In her role Te Ahu intends 
to be a positive role model. 
“I’d like to connect well 
with the kids and promote 

more involvement with the 
community.”

This year her school 
subjects include Pathways, 
English, Social Studies, 
Hospitality and her personal 
favourite Te Reo.

When she leaves school 
she will attend university, 
probably Waikato, with 
the goal of completing a 
teaching degree to pursue 
primary teaching as an 
occupation. 

When not studying her 
focus is her family. She 
is also a member of the 
school’s Board of Trustees.

Te Ahu’s fi nal comment? 
“I hope this year goes well.”

Mackenzie Hill

Her reaction at being 
appointed a student leader? 
“I was a bit surprised because 
some of the others were 
more suitable. However, I 
was quite happy that I can 
make my own mark so I will 
be remembered after I have 
left.”

As to her aims as a leader 
she comments, “I want to 
be more with the younger 
students so I can help them 
to be leaders. It will be nice 
for them to know they have 
a person they can come to, if 
they need help.”

Mackenzie’s subjects 
this year include English, 
Mathematics, Media Studies, 
Hospitality, and Physical 
Education, her favourite.

She also has visits to WITT 
to learn more about fi tness 
and recreation.

After she leaves school she 
intends to have  a career in 
the New Zealand Air Force. 
She explains that her father 
and uncle were also involved 
in the Air Force. Her aunt is 
currently in the Air Force.

Mackenzie’s interests 
include reading (mysteries 
and history), drawing 
(especially digital), and 
going to the gym where 
Boxfi t is a focus.

 Finally, “I just hope the 
year goes well.”

Congratulations to both 
student leaders. We wish 
you all the very best in your 
endeavours this year.
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Accounting
Susanne Hipp

Limited

T: 06 7510607

T: 06 751 0507
M: 027 504 0232

E: sales@sls.kiwi.nz
59 Breakwater Rd, NP

PO Box 3309, Fitzroy, 4341
www.sls.kiwi.nz

Early Childhood Education Centre
We are now taking Enrolments for 2020.
Don’t delay as we have limited spaces.

Please ring Gloria: 06 752 4289 or 027 463 4644
2502 Surf Highway 45, RD37, Okato

SESSION TIMES 8.30AM - 3PM

233 Carrington Street, New Plymouth
www.asimplecremation.co.nz

0800 236 236

Simple but Significant
Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple, 

professional funeral services, with affordable caskets and urns

OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Proud to support Coastal families
06 759 0912

257 Devon St East, NP
vospers.co.nz

TENDER   |   LIFESTYLE OR FIRST FARM OPPORTUNITY
6 Upper Pitone Road, Pitone

Tender Closes
4:00pm, Friday

28th February 2020
at McDonald Real Estate Ltd

1128 South Road, Oakura

Open Day
Thursday 20 January 

11:00am-11:30am

Looking for a lifestyle block, fi rst dairy farm or a 
runoff, you may have found it.
Comprising of approximately 59.9 hectares, this 
farm is currently milking 140 cows through a 10 
ASHB cowshed, with an average production 
sitting around 50,000 kg milk solids.
Set in amongst mature trees on its own 4.84 
hectare (12 acre) title, the lovely 4 bedroom 
family home has undergone some renovations 
and has a new kitchen, dining and lounge. There 
is also a detached double garage with storage.
The farm has a mix of fl at to easy land, but is 
predominantly rolling in contour, has tidy race 
systems, fencing and a reliable water supply.
Having farmed this property for years, the 
Vendors want to pursue other opportunities 
and as such would consider selling the home 
and 4.84 hectares and the farm 55.03 hectares 
separately. Contact Blair for further information.

eieio.co.nz #OAR00288

TENDER CLOSING NEXT FRIDAY

Blair Burnett
021 190 7728

High water use, low river 
flows and continuing dry 
conditions led to a ban on 
using water outdoors in both 
Inglewood and Okato from 
February 10. The rest of the 
District was asked to remain 
Wai Warriors to help save 
water.

The ban means residents 
can’t use water in their 

Tighter water restrictions for Okato and Inglewood

Mangatete Stream Okato.

gardens or for cleaning 
windows or cars  and 
comes as the towns’ waters 
sources, the Mangatete and 
Ngatoro streams, continue 
to run very low. 

NPDC data for the week 
ending 2 February reveal 
Okato residents used one 
million litres more than 
for the same period in 
2019, up from two to three 

million litres, and while 
Inglewood’s use is the same 
as last year, fi gures show 
the town had just 50mm of 
rainfall in January, that’s 
37% of the average monthly 
rainfall for the township.

“We need substantial rain 
over a decent period before 
the streams’ fl ows will rise 
again. With the long-range 
forecast predicting just a 
few showers coming our 
way it’s vital that Okato 

and Inglewood residents 
stop using water outdoors 
so we can conserve water,” 
says NPDC Infrastructure 
Manager David Langford.

“The very low levels in the 
Ngatoro stream are leading 
to a big rise in algae in the 
stream which affects the 
taste of water in Inglewood. 
It’s another key reason why 
residents should be Wai 
Warriors and cut down their 
water use.

“For everyone else in the 
district, water restrictions 
mean using only hand-
held hoses on the odds 
and evens system – no 
sp r ink le r s ,  i r r iga t ion 
systems or unattended hoses 
are allowed. Even so, we 
encourage all of NPDC’s 
water customers to reduce 
their water consumption as 
summer continues.”

Okato and Inglewood 
residents can still  use 

grey water from washing 
machines, baths or showers 
in the garden. Just be careful 
what detergents you use in 
your washing machine – 
read the back of the packet 
as it usually says if the 
product is greywater-safe.

Putting a bucket in the 
shower when you use it 
can also capture water that 
would otherwise go down 
the drain. 

Kaponga puts up the welcome sign
 

Twenty seven local students have been given a boost to achieve their aspirations of working in the health sector by receiving 
a scholarship from Taranaki DHB. 

The scholarships were presented by Taranaki DHB chief executive Rosemary Clements at a ceremony at Taranaki Base 
Hospital in January. 

The grants will fi nancially assist students studying in a range of areas including; pharmacy, nursing, midwifery, dental 
surgery, oral health, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, medical imaging, clinical psychology and, medicine. 

“As a DHB we like to encourage people to train as health professionals and invest in growing our own future workforce.” 
says Ms Clements. 

“These scholarships will support students to achieve their goals and then hopefully once their studies are complete, they 
will return to Taranaki as highly skilled professionals and enhance our community.” 

The scholarship programme has been running since 2000. Since then a total of $486,000 has been awarded in scholarships 
and 31 scholarship students have been offered a position with Taranaki DHB after graduating. 

 Scholarships to help boost local student’s health careers

Back row (left to right) Taranaki DHB’s Chief Medical Offi cer Greg Simmons, Chief Executive Rosemary Clements, 
Director of Nursing Lyn Wardlaw, Adre Hunter, Paloma Aston, Sharlaye Bardsley, Rebecca Cole, Fiona Nicoll, Cindy 
Griffi n, Caitlin Helme, Kayla Hemara-Wahanui. 
Front row (left to right) Ollie Sibanda, Savannah Brown, Sally Bruce. 
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Thomson O’Neil & Co.
Our Opunake Office is attended by:

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

Lorem ipsum

OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

Robert England on Wednesday & Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills and Estates.

Mark Utting on Thursdays 
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills, Estates and refinancing matters.
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Sign Making   Veh ic le  Graphics     T-Sh i r ts      
Logo Des ign     B us iness  Cards     B u i ld ing  S ignage

From Design to Completion

LOOKING FOR A 
REAL ESTATE 
PROFESSIONAL 
YOU CAN TRUST?

Call Viv Scott today for help 
with buying, selling - or 
for a friendly, confi dential 
chat to discuss your options.

Viv Scott
M   027 441 4596
E     viv.scott@eieio.co.nz

M o t o r i s t s  e n t e r i n g 
Kaponga will now notice 
something different on their 
way into town. The Welcome 
to Kaponga signs that for the 
last 20 years have greeted 
people coming in on each 
of the four approaches into 
town have been replaced.

The layout of the new signs 
is not unlike those that there 
were there before, although 
there is a fresh infusion of 
colour and an added greeting 
in Te Reo.

“When there was a meeting 
in the town hall a few years 
ago, the number one issue 
was that everyone wanted 
the signs updated. The 
existing signs were faded and 
dilapidated,” says Eltham-
Kaponga Community Board 
deputy chair Sonya Douds 
who also lives in Kaponga.  
One of the signs had even 
been stolen at one point.

The Kaponga Progressive 
Group, which had been set 
up at that meeting worked 
with the South Taranaki 
District Council and called 
for design submissions for 
the new signs. Five were 
selected which were put up 
against each other and the 
original design for the people 
of Kaponga to ponder. Rather 
than follow the lead of other 
towns which had gone for 

Kaponga puts up the welcome sign
From left. Laurence Larkin (signtist), Ian Clifton (Chairman Kaponga Progressive Group), Sonya Douds (Eltham-
Kaponga Community Board).

new logos and a complete 
new look, they preferred 
to have the existing logo 
refreshed and updated.

“There  was a  lo t  of 
connection to the old design 
and they wanted to keep the 
retro look,” says Sonya.

It therefore seemed logical 
to get the man who had done 
the original design to design 
the new one. 

Laurence Larkin who has 
lived in Kaponga for the last 
40 years describes himself 
as a “signtist.” He says that 
he had been asked to design 
the original signs after he 
had designed something 
similar for the Kaponga 
School.

Sonya says this time they 
wanted to recognise the 
town’s Maori heritage, 
so a greeting in Te Reo 
was included as well as 
a reference to Te Rere o 
Kapuni.

Pam Wharepapa of Nga 
Ruahine iwi says this refers 
to the area which includes 
the Dawson Falls, and from 
which the Kapuni River 
flows. This was a place 
often visited for its healing 
powers, particularly during 
the heyday of the prophet 
Ratana.  

“We believe it is very holy 
waters for us.  Whenever 

there are sick people they go 
up there to be blessed. A lot 
of healing took place there 
and it still does.”

On Thursday the signs 
which had been paid for 
and installed by the South 
Taranaki District Council 
were in place. Laurence 
liked the look of them.

“It’s even a brighter blue 
than the previous one,” he 
said, looking south towards 
Kaponga. 

There are now plans for 
the design to adorn T shirts 
and sweat shirts as a way of 
spreading the word about 
the town.

Local news, local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016

23 Napier St, Opunake

The Kaponga Progressive 
Group still meets twice 
a month to look at new 
ways of brightening up 
the town. Fresh from their 
latest success they are 
looking at pastures new. 
The group’s chairman Ian 
Clifton says they want to 
have a walkway from town 
to Hollards Gardens. He 
says there is also interest 
from Stratford about this 
being extended from the 
gardens in the direction of 
Dawson Falls.

 Scholarships to help boost local student’s health careers

Back row (left to right) Taranaki DHB’s Chief Medical Offi cer Greg Simmons, Chief Executive Rosemary Clements, 
Directive of Nursing Lyn Wardlaw, Adre Hunter, Paloma Aston, Sharlaye Bardsley, Rebecca Cole, Fiona Nicoll, 
Cindy Griffi n Caitlin Helme, Kayla Hemara-Wahanui 
Front row (left to right) Ollie Sibanda, Savannah Brown, Sally Bruce. 
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06 278 8883
info@houghtonsplumbing.co.nz

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Laundries • Wood Fires
Gas Hot Water & Heating • Waste Water Treatment

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial
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• Windows
• Bi-Folds
• Sliding Doors
• Entrance Doors
• Conservatories
• Garage Doors
• Inserts/Retro Fitting
Call today for a free
measure and quote

Ph: (06) 758 8073
Fax (06) 758 4157

Email: sales@rylocknp.co.nz
Web: www.rylock.co.nz

IN YOUR AREA
EVERY WEEK.

 We are now in a Prohibited 
fi re ban season. Things 
are really getting dry now. 
Grass and scrub fi res are set 
off very easily, so please be 
careful. We think a cigarette 
out the window over the 
Waiaua Bridge caused a 

OPUNAKE FIRE SERVICE

Dry times are busy times
10x10 metre grass fi re. It 
is lucky the Brigade were 
able to contain it quickly. 
Opunake had to travel down 
to Hawera Fire Station 
for a ‘cover move’ while 
the Meremere Road fi re 
was at its peak on Sunday 

afternoon. We were relieved 
after four hours once the fi rst 
Hawera truck came back. 
The Opunake Brigade shut 
the top of Ihaia Road while 
dealing with a  head on car 
crash. Airbags went off in 
both vehicles and luckily 

everyone was able to walk 
away.
 A big thanks to Collins 
Sports Centre for being 
the major sponsor for 
the Fire Service Fishing 
Competition. Country 
Connections and Dreamtime 

Surf Shop also helped out 
with some spot prizes. 
 Until next time, take care.

                         Craig Dingle
                      CFO Opunake   

Taranaki, Whanganui and 
Ruapehu regions are now in 
a prohibited fi re season.
Principal Rural Fire Offi cer 
Nigel Dravitzki says all fi re 

Prohibited fi re season declared
permits have been cancelled 
as of 8 am this Friday  
February 7.
“A prohibited fi re season 
means no fi res are permitted 

as the fi re danger is too 
high,” Nigel Dravitzki says.
“During a prohibited fi re 
season only gas barbeques 
can be used”.
Nigel Dravitzki says it 
is vitally important that 
people understand the risks. 
In extreme conditions it 
only takes a spark to start a 
devastating wildfi re. That 
spark can come from a piece 
of equipment such as a 
lawnmower, or a grinder, or 
a plough.
“To protect your home, 
keep roofs and gutters clear 
of dead leaves, debris and 
pine needles. Have a hose 
attached at all times and 

move anything that could 
burn (such as mulch, leaves, 
fi rewood piles) away from 
exterior walls, decks or 
porches.”
The entire North Island and 
most of the South is now 
in either a prohibited or 
restricted fi re season.y.
Manager Rural Fire, Tim 
Mitchell says the hot and 
dry conditions have created 
extreme fi re risk, including 
in areas such as Northland, 
Auckland and Waikato 
which haven’t traditionally 
experienced such extreme 
fi re danger for an extended 
period.
“Please pay attention to the 

fi re season.
“If you are in an area where 
there is a prohibited fi re 
season there is a total fi re 
ban. No fi res are permitted, 
including rubbish fi res. This 
is because there is a very 
real risk that in the current 
conditions a fi re could easily 
spread and get out of control.
Tim Mitchell says all New 
Zealanders are urged to be 
careful and take precautions 
to prevent a fi re starting or 
getting out of control.
“It only takes one spark to 
start a fi re so don’t risk it. 
Some routine activities like 
driving vehicles through 
roadside vegetation or 

machinery work, can cause 
a fi re in these extremely dry 
conditions.
“If you have to, use any 
machinery that could spark 
such as lawnmowers, 
welding, or even a plough, 
in the morning or evenings 
- during the cooler parts of 
the day.
“Make sure any permitted 
fi res or historic burn sites 
from the past two months 
are fully extinguished. Even 
though they may seem out 
they have the potential to 
remain hot and fl are up in 
these conditions.”

It is just lucky this incident of arson didn’t lead 
to a more serious crime - such as manslaughter

This Toyota car on Wiremu Road was torched last Tuesday before its owner could 
retrieve it. Much dry grass was ignited which could have led to a serious fi re with fatal 
consequences.

CRAIG DINGLE
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Varivac
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 A journey which began 13 
years ago has seen Laila 
Kivell move from acting 
principal to principal of 
Manaia School.
 “I have lived in Manaia over 
25 years, and I started here 
at the school as a parent 13 
years ago,” she says.
She later became a teacher 
aide, then went on to train 
as a teacher and moved up 
to assistant principal, acting 
principal, and now principal.
“This is going to be a very 
different role, as being 
acting principal you were 
just keeping the boat afl oat 
until the new principal came 
aboard,” she says.
“I was part of the school 
when it wasn’t doing so 
great, and I was part of the 
process when they were 
making the changes that 
needed to be made.”
The school has a roll of 
around 90 students.
“We have quite a powerful 

From parent to principal

Manaia School principal Laila Kivell (centre), deputy principal Kepa Grindlay and 
assistant principal Bronwyn Wesley.

team this year. Both the 
assistant principal (Bronwyn 
Wesley) and deputy 
principal (Kepa Grindlay) 
have been in the community 
longer than I have, and they 
have had their own children 
come through as well,” says 
Laila.
As principal, she says she 
wants to carry on along the 
avenue of child-centred 
learning and learning 
through play and inquiry.
“This approach towards 
learning allows children 
to develop into creative, 
confi dent, self directed 
learners who are able to see 
purpose in their learning,” 
says Laila.
“Our goal is to source 
more community voice and 

our aim is to encourage 
our community to support 
initiatives such as our 
upcoming bike track which 
aims to provide positive 
recreational solutions for our 
community’s youth.”
She is looking forward to 
getting a technology teacher 
later in the year which will 
help the school in its aim of 
catering for the full range of 
the school’s students up to 
Year 8.

 Thirteen years ago being a 
teacher was not something 
she saw herself doing.
“The principal at the time 
saw something in me that I 
did not see myself, and now 
I’ve found my passion,” she 
said.

I’m delighted to be joining 
Margaret Normanton as a 
Deputy Principal supporting 
Scott Walden as part of the 
senior leadership team at 
Coastal Taranaki School.  
Last year I returned to the 
classroom and was the 
year 7 teacher at Devon 
Intermediate School in 
New Plymouth. Prior 
to that I was a senior 
advisor at the Ministry of 
Education overseeing school 
improvement for over 35 
schools across Taranaki. I 
have lived in New Zealand 
for fi ve years, having spent 
the last 25 years in London, 
where I was the principal of 
two primary schools. 
Why Taranaki?  My partner, 
Tony Young, is originally 
from Toko (out the back of 
Stratford) and our extended 
whānau live and work in 

New deputy principal at 
Coastal Taranaki School

Opunake.  We have two 
boys - Fergus and Campbell 
who are keen footballers. 
You may have guessed that 
I originate from Edinburgh 
in Scotland, hence the good 
Scottish names.  We made 
a decision to educate and 
bring up our children in New 
Plymouth where we felt 
they would have the chance 
to thrive both at school 
and enjoy the outdoor life 
Taranaki has to offer. 

It is great to be joining the 
school at such an exciting 
time, implementing our 
new vision and values 
(Ako. Manaakitanga 
and Kaitiakitanga) and 
introducing a school-based 
curriculum which includes 
project based learning.  The 
staff and students have 
welcomed me warmly into 
their fold and I’m looking 
forward to becoming part of 
the community of Okato. 

We welcome your 
contributions to our 
newspaper. Our next 
issue is March 5, but 
we need editorial and 
advertisements by 
Monday March 2 at the 
very latest.

Sylvia Howieson
Deputy Principal

Coastal Taranaki School
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Coming from one of the 
country’s most creative and 
historic regions, I’m thrilled 
to be named the National 
Party’s new Arts, Culture 
and Heritage spokesperson.
This portfolio adds to my 
existing responsibilities in 
Energy & Resources, and 
Regional Development 
(North Island).  
Taranaki has a vibrant arts 
scene and it’s been said 
there are more artists per 
capita than anywhere else in 
the country. That’s not hard 

Taranaki has a lot to offer in the arts
well as take a drive around 
the coast, or check out the 
Taranaki Arts Trail.
The New Plymouth Operatic 
Society continue to produce 
world class shows, driven by 
the passion of local Taranaki 
people. 
From a strong base of grass 
roots talent, the region 
has developed an enviable 
reputation and facilities 
like Puke Ariki, the Govett-
Brewster/Len Lye Centre 
have secured our premier 
status overseas.

Each year I’m an enthusiastic 
participant in WOMAD and 
the other events that are 
so well organised by the 
Taranaki Arts Festival Trust. 
I’m looking forward to 
working even more closely 
with Suzanne Porter and her 
talented team.
I’m conscious that arts, 
culture and heritage aren’t 
always about the past either, 
which is one of the reasons 
then-Prime Minister Bill 
English announced a $5 
million dollar Government 

contribution to St Mary’s 
Cathedral in 2017. Looking 
to the future, the Project 
will see the Cathedral at 
the centre of a significant 
heritage, education and 
visitor destination.    
 I’m excited about this new 
role and look forward to 
advocating on behalf of 
the talented artists, avid 
historians who celebrate who 
we are as New Zealanders.

                   Jonathan Young
         MP for New Plymouth

National Party 
Spokesperson: Energy & 

Resources 
National Party 

Spokesperson: Regional 
Economic Development (NI)

National Party 
Spokesperson: Arts, Culture 

& Heritage
newplymouthmp@
parliament.govt.nz

to believe – you just need to 
visit our many galleries as 

 

Fish & Game New 
Zealand welcomes the 
Prime Minister’s strong 
commitment to progress 
freshwater reforms to stop 
the degradation of our 
waterways and clean up our 
rivers and lakes within a 
generation.

 Each year, the Prime 
Minister makes an annual 
statement to Parliament 

Prime Minister’s commitment to 
water quality welcomed

outlining the Government’s 
legislative and other policy 
intentions for the year ahead.
Yesterday, Jacinda Ardern 
committed that in 2020 
her Government will: “act 
further to protect nature by 
finalising the freshwater 
package. We know that the 
overwhelming majority of 
New Zealanders want us to 
act to clean up our waterways 
- so we can swim in our local 

rivers, gather mahinga kai - 
without getting sick.”
The Prime Minister’s 
statement also said that the: 
“Government’s shared goal 
is to stop the degradation of 
our rivers and lakes, achieve 
a noticeable improvement in 
five years, and to restore our 
waterways in a generation”.
Fish & Game New Zealand 
Chief Executive Martin 
Taylor says the Government 

campaigned in the 2017 
Election on cleaning up New 
Zealand’s waterways so that 
we can swim, fish and gather 
food from our rivers, lakes 
and streams.
“It is always difficult for a 
Government to deliver on a 
strong election promise once 
in office. That’s why we 
welcome yesterday’s strong 
commitment from the Prime 
Minister.”

“The Government can 
halt the decline in water 
quality and improve rivers, 
lakes and streams with its 
new Freshwater National 
Policy Statement and a new 
National Environmental 
Standard, which are due 
to be finalised in the next 
couple of months.”
“The only way the Prime 
Minister’s promise can 

be delivered on is if 
the Government rejects 
voluntary management 
plans and imposes strong 
regulation that will protect 
water quality so our 
children’s children can have 
a New Zealand they are 
proud to call home.”

Our Christmas meeting was 
held on December 4 at the 
Kaponga Hotel, where 18 
members attended. We were 
welcomed by our President 
who opened the meeting. 
The Secretary read the 
minutes and correspondence. 
The Treasurer then read 
the report of accounts. 
Twenty three items of 
toiletries were donated 
for the Island Women. 
There was no sick visiting 
required during November 
and the Mangatoki Church 
at the Pioneer Village was 
cleaned. After the meeting, 

Mangatoki WI’s Christmas meeting

the two raffles were drawn 
and won by Denise Carter 
and Cathy White. Our lunch 
was served  and then we had 
our Christmas gift exchange.

The next committee meeting 
is  to be held at the beginning 
of February and our Mystery 
Trip will be on June 2, 3, 
and 4. Our AGM will be 

on February 5, the  meeting 
place to be arranged.

                         Lucy Moger
     Mangatoki W.I. Reporter

Our Christmas meeting had a festive atmosphere.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, February 20, 2020 POLITICS      9

CUSTOMER: HARETE HIPANGO PROOF TIME 28/06/2019 4:44:15 p.m.
REP ID: C173 LAST RUN: 06/24/20

SIZE: 9X4
11197637AA

HARETE HIPANGO MP for Whanganui

Proudly supporting the
Whanganui Electorate

Facebook.com/haretehipango
haretehipango.co.nz
Funded by the Parliamentary Service and authorized by
Harete Hipango, MP, Parliament Buildings Wellington

Whanganui Office
Suite 7
210 Victoria Ave
Whanganui 4500
06 3489150

Hawera Office
44 Victoria St
Hawera 4610
06 2784049

Stratford Office
Stratford
Community House
52 Juliet St
Stratford 4332
06 7658464

PLEASE READ ALL COPY CAREFULLY. CHECK SPELLING AND PHONE NUMBERS.

Once proof is approved NZME. will not accept responsibility for incorrect copy or layout.
PROOF

� love your hearing

Call: 0800 555 676
280 Devon St West, New Plymouth

Doctor of Audiology, MNZAS 100% privately owned and operated

Hear,
every time 
Opunake
Your local hearing expert, Lisa Keen, is here 
to keep you connected. Be sure you’re part 
of the conversation, every time.

�Free 
Checks
18 years &

older�F�F�ree �C�h�h�ecks�1��8 �y�y�ears &
o�o�lder

06 758 2274 NP or 06 278 5119 Hawera
www.transag.co.nz

Krone and Kuhn Mowers and 
Tedders available now at our 

Transag centres.
Contact our sales reps for more 

details:

North Taranaki: Chris - 
0274987277

South Taranaki: Raymond - 
0274448861

Walking along the Taranaki 
coastline students noticed a 
lot of litter, prompting them 
to not only take action but 
also find out how it ended 
up on their beaches. This 
blossomed into Project Litter, 
an experience for students to 
learn about science outside of 
the classroom.

Project Litter aims to gather 
information on different types 
of litter, mainly focusing 
on marine litter found on 
beaches. They want to know 
the story behind this litter - 
where is it from and how did 
it get there?

One focus of the project 
came from students fi nding 
large amounts of plastic 
glow sticks on the beaches. 
After their observations, 
students went through the 
scientifi c process of framing 
a question, hypothesis and 
what investigative tools to 
use. The students made the 
hypothesis that the glow 
sticks were not coming from 
people on the beach, but were 
landing there from the sea.

After some research, the 
students started contacting 
recreational fi shers and the 
commercial fi shing industry, 
as well as MPI and the 
Federation of Commercial 
F i s h e r m e n .  F r o m  t h e 
organisa t ions’  repor ts , 
students found that Aotearoa 
New Zealand fi shing fl eets 
use half a million of the 
glowing fishing sticks per 
year. Although there is an 
effort from these groups to 
collect the glow sticks they 
use, many of them end up in 
the ocean and then wash up 
on the beaches.

T h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e 
also worked with other 
o rgan i s a t i ons  such  a s 
MetOcean Solutions to 
give further depth to their 
knowledge .  Me tOcean 
Solutions have worked with 
the data collected by the 
students to plan animations 
that can help to demonstrate 
the migration of plastics in 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
seas.

As well as aiding their 
project, the data collected has 
been shared with other local 
projects that are focusing on 

 Project Litter – tracking beach trash

litter, sustainable coastlines 
and plastics.

Pat Swanson, the science 
t e a c h e r  a t  H i g h l a n d s 
Intermediate School in charge 
of the project, says, “These 
projects work best when they 
are not stand alone.” The co-
operation and collaboration 
that involves other projects 
helps the team to share 
information and expand the 
other projects.

The students also wish to 
bring another element into the 
project - an offi cial rubbish 
bin in an isolated area of 
their local beach. This would 
be another place for locals 
to put their litter that would 
also serve as another source 
for the students to collect data 

about litter. By auditing the 
items in the bin, the students 
may be able to fi nd patterns 
and answers to questions 
such as ‘does litter change 
seasonally?’

Project Litter was set to 
offi cially wrap up in 2019, 
however, the experience will 
continue to have an impact on 
the students.

Pat says that the students 
have gained “confidence 
and ability to go through 
the scientific process of 
ident i fying a  problem, 
coming up with a hypothesis 
and fi nding a way to solve the 
real-life problem”.

Students have also had 
opportunities to put the 
scientifi c process into action, 

work with large organisations 
and see science learning 
in a context outside of the 
classroom.

“The ability to have the 
students working as advocates 
for the environment, and on 
a problem they identified 
themselves, is very powerful. 
It can show them how they 
can infl uence a wide range 
of people in the community,” 

Pat says.

Project Litter is run by 
the Highlands Intermediate 
School  mar ine  s tudies 
group, with support from 
the Taranaki Participatory 
Science Platform.

Juliet Young
Curious Minds

Students sick of seeing litter on Taranaki’s local beaches are taking a deeper look at 
where it’s coming from.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, February 20, 202010     NEWS      

taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Opunake’s Best Kept Secret…
is now on the market. Unassuming from the road 
but venture down the driveway and discover the true 
worth of this property. One hectare of prime flat land 
that sits on the Opunake township border. Adjacent 
to a section of the Opunake walkway, overlooking 
the river and uninterrupted views of the Mountain. 
The three-bedroom 1920s Bungalow is a charming 
little do up with new cladding and French doors 
already purchased and ready to be installed. With the 
potential to develop, this is an opportunity not to be 
missed. Call us today.

AUCTION
Saturday 29 February 2020, 12.00 noon 
on site. (if not sold prior)

View 23 February 11.00 - 12.00pm
www.taranakiharcourts.co.nz/NP7393
www.open2view.com/472169

Pat McFetridge AREINZ
M 027 273 3940 P 06 752 4219
pat@taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Linda McFetridge
M 027 207 6809 P 06 759 9160
pat@taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Opunake 185 Tasman Street

Team Taranaki Ltd  Licensed Agent REAA 2008

AUCTION

1.01ha 3 11 2

Mark this date in your 
diary - Saturday February 
29 (midday); an auction 
will be held for the lifestyle 
property at 185 Tasman 
Street, Opunake. There will 
be a fi nal Open Home on 
Sunday February 23 from 
11am to 12 midday if you’d 
like to see this home set in 
one hectare (2.5 acres) of 
prime fl at land, divided into 
four paddocks, two large and 
two smaller, all of which are 
fenced and well-resourced 
with many automatically 
fi lled water troughs. A great 
view of Mount Taranaki is 
complemented by a nearby 
walking track. The property 
is certainly sub dividable if 
the new owner so desired.

The characterful three 
bedroomed house with 
verandas, was built in the 

Auction of lifestyle property offers huge potential

An intriguing house full of character.

1920s, is very private and is 
situated at the end of a long 
driveway. Much has been 
done to upgrade the house 
including a virtually new (18 
months) Colour steel roof.

The owners had many 
plans for the house including 
re-cladding and the 

installation of two sets of 
French doors. The materials 
for these improvements are 
stored in the double garage 
and these will be left for 
the convenience of the new 
owners.

A feature of the semi-
open plan house is the large 

lounge with good sized 
woodburner positioned 
in front of an attractive 
brickwork background.  The 
woodburner has a wetback 
thus allowing a saving 
on electricity bills for hot 
water. Attractive woodwork 
extends halfway up the walls 
of the lounge.

Another positive feature 
is the pleasant kitchen with 
aesthetically appealing 
woodwork, quality vinyl 
fl oor covering and plenty of 
cupboard space and pantry.

The house is well-insulated 
with underfl oor pink batts 
and most of the ceiling is 
also taken care of.

It was pleasing to see 
the original wooden sash 
windows in place instead 

Two and a half acres of prime fl at land which could be subdivided.

of less appealing substitute 
joinery as is often the case 
when older houses are 
modifi ed.

Two of the three bedrooms 
have built-in wardrobes. 
The master bedroom has 
handsomely stained wooden 
fl oors.

The house has the need for 
some handyman attention 
and the workshop can 
only be of benefi t for the 
new owner as they attend 
to various improvements. 
There are several sheds most 
of them with concrete fl oors. 
One of them has an adjoined 
fl ush toilet.

A well-metalled turn-
around has been established 
for the use of trucks and 
trailers. The metal has been 
freshly laid. 

The property is marketed 
by Harcourts (phone 06 
759 9160) under the expert 
and experienced care of 
Team Taranaki Ltd - Pat 
McFetridge (mobile 027 
273 3940 ) and Linda 
McFetridge (mobile 027 
571 8080) who invite 
viewing by appointment. 
You are welcome to access 
open2view.com/S472169

The lounge is very welcoming and interesting.
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Nga mihi o te wa ki a koe me to whanau

Greetings to you and your family

I hope you have all had a fantastic break over the festive season and are acclimatising to the 
regular routines the new year brings. I would like to begin by extending a warm welcome to 
all of our new students, whanau and teaching sta� that have joined the Opunake High School 
community in 2020. This year we welcome 72 new Year 9 students as well as new sta� members 
- Anna Debreceny (Leader of Learning, English), Sarah Roberts (Hospitality) & Sarah Reddish 
(Guidance Counsellor)

Our theme for 2020 is Kotahitanga focused on unity and working together to be the best we can 
be. The term started with sta� focused on professional development around raising literacy levels 
in the junior school and continuing with our NCEA focus in the senior school. For students, the 
term started with a powhiri to welcome new students to Opunake High School followed by an 
orientation programme for all students based around our DREAM values. Our �rst Iwi (assembly) 
acknowledged those students who  gained merit and excellence endorsement in NCEA at Level 1, 
2 & 3. The academic goals and Kotahitanga theme have been outlined to all students and we are 
excited to continue on our journey of relationship based learning to exceed expectations.

If you have any questions, concerns or feedback do not hesitate to get in touch.

Noho ora mai ano

Once again Opunake High School was blessed with the 
perfect weather for holding our annual Athletics Day. From 
our fresh Year 9’s through to the more seasoned campaigners 
our rangatahi ran, jumped, skipped, bounced, leapt, sprinted 
through track and �eld events such as 100m sprints, high jump, 
long jump, discuss and shotput.

As always, the day started with a �erce  tug-o-war competition 
amongst the four Hapu - Karo, Awhina, Rimu and Totara. By 
midway through the day, it was evident that the boys & girls in 
the blue Hapu were looking pretty strong in their challenge for 
the Pohutukawa Trophy and thats how things played out with 
Totara streaking their way to a big win. Congratulations to Mr 
Totara Hapu on their victory.

FINAL PLACINGS
1. Totara 2. Karo 3. Rimu 4. Awhina

Our school theme for 2020 is:

By ourself we can achieve many things,  
but together we can achieve greatness.

2019 NCEA RESULTS

Kotahitanga

ATHLETICS 2020 from the Principals desk,,,

Once again, our senior school did a tremendous job with their NCEA results in 2019.  
Congratulations to the following students on the rewards for all your hard work.

Level 1 - Merit
Elise Dixon 
Elizabeth Andersen-Gardiner 
Camryn Redin 
Caleb Feek 
Sinead Heaps 
Travis Klaasen

Level 2- Merit
Meg Gibson
Caitlin Manley
Jamiee Siciliano
Hayley Quinnell

Level 3 - Merit
Saisha Padayachi
Corban Bright
Cormach Hughson-How

Level 1 - Excellence
Lexi McQuaig 
Joe Gibson 
Pero Brophy 
Ella Bright 
Jazlin Marsh 
Madaline Symes 
Jenna McCarthy 
Dinah Symons

Level 2 - Excellence
Kaiah Bloor 
Danielle Kidd
Tamara Turnbull
Blake Harkness
Ariana Dingle
Brydee Hunt

Level 3 - Excellence
Myah Kemsley
Te Aotoumarewa Meihana-Ei�e
Lia Harrop
Sam McNeil
Regan Bloemen
Joel Clement
Joshua Barratt
Michael McCarty
Ruby Gatenby

WHATS HAPPENING AT OPUNAKE HIGH?
Term One is absolutely action-packed with events:

Year 13 REC Overnight Tramp - February 19th-21st

Year 12 Workplace Safety - March 3rd-4th

Duke of Edinburgh Tramp (Y9-10) - March 5th

School Gala - March 5th

Swimming Sports - March 6th

Bring an Artist to School Day - April 8th

Te Kura Tuarua o Opunake
@OpunakeHigh

OPUNAKE HIGH SCHOOL
P: 06 761 8723

Attendance: 0800 288 363 
 PO Box 4, Opunake 4645
Tasman St, Opunake 4616 

www.opunake.school.nz
admin@opunake.school.nz

@OpunakeHighSchool



Promote your business or event in our area, call us on:
Ph/Fax: 06 761 7016 - 23 Napier Street, Opunake

or e-mail us: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

WANT TO DO BUSINESS IN OUR AREA?

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS

Opunake and Coastal News is distributed free to every
home & business within the rural area, bounded in the
north by the New Plymouth city border, extending east
to Egmont Village and around to the edge of Stratford,

south to Hawera city border and inland to Kaponga
& Eltham.

We want to be involved with your business. 

Call today and discuss your marketing options with us.

We welcome your contributions 
Please send to 

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
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POWERLINE FAULTS 
AND SERVICING

From a fuse or broken insulator replaced 
to a complete powerline rebuild 

           Call: TOP OF THE LINE 
ELECTRICITY SERVICES

Powerline Servicing Specialists
Free line inspections

Free advice | Free quotes

Greg Lewis: 027 453 0326
Justin Robinson: 027 445 9162 

 

Peter Kuriger Engineering & Concrete 
 

  

 We Repair 
*Hydraulic Rams *Farm Machinery  
*Tip trailers  *Quarry Equipment  
*Speedway Cars 

. 
 
 

Available Now 
Troughs – inspection pipes – 

culvert pipes lids – bridge decks – 
box culverts - Culvert bases – 

T/Walls  manhole lids –       

889 Upper Kaweora Road - Opunake    0274 526 718   -  06 761 8122   

 

No Job Too Big, No Job too small custom made products to order 

 

gibsonplumbing
LTD.

Plus! Roofing, Wood Fires and 
other Hea�ng Solu�ons

CERTIFIED
Plumbing, Gasfi�ng and 

Drain Laying

gibson.plumbing@xtra.co.nz
06 761 8757     027 445 7164

Value Farm Sheds
Value Building Supplies farm buildings are constructed from quality 

materials that last, at prices you can afford.

Home and Hardware

Visit our website for full specs: 
www.valuebuilding.co.nz

1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH  PHONE: 06 759 7435 

JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD  PHONE: 0800 245 535

SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084

Sinclair Electrical & Refrigeration 
are your heat pump specialists

Call today for exceptional service and a cooler home this summer!

This episode was 
inadvertently overlooked 
(our apologies to Mac), but 
we think it is well worth a 
viewing.

I was born om May 30, 
1934 at Fraser Road in 
my parent’s home on land 
leased from the Nicholas 
whanau, which was adjacent 
to my father’s freehold land. 
Together this made up our 
dairy farm, although we did 
lease other land on Fraser 
Road and across the Pukeiti 
Gorge.

The Nicholas land and 
home was opposite the 
Wharepuni Marae, although 
the home was about 50 
metres up Fraser Road from 
the Marae entrance.

In 1937 we moved into our 
own home which was built 
on the corner down from the 
Marae towards Hawera.

I started school in 1939 

Happy New Year to you 
all…

We had a lovely Christmas 
this year and catered for 
39 people with residents 
and their families, friends 
and the staff and helpers.  
Many thanks to all those 
that contributed to make it a 
wonderful luncheon which 
was enjoyed by all.

We have started off the new 
decade full steam ahead with 
the recently donated funds 
for a kitchen upgrade, and 
now have our new combi 
oven installed and working. 
We are still working on the 
most appropriate extraction 
fan to keep the temperatures 
down in the kitchen for 
the staff.  We are about to 
install ensuites in two of our 
existing rooms with funding 
we were granted last year.  

Our garden tidy ups have 
been incredible with Phil 
Brown leading a small and 
capable team including 
Alistair Cook (aka Cookie) 
and some of the residents, 
and it is looking fantastic.  If 
anyone has any mulch that 
would be suitable for the 
gardens, and at a good price, 
please contact Cookie, Phil 
or Sandra at the Cottage and 
it will be gratefully accepted.

Continuing on with the 
good news, we have been 
steadily fi lling our rooms 

News from the Cottage
with residents and respite 
clients. At the time of 
writing the Cottage is fully 
occupied. 

The Trust is now seeking 
funding [estimated 
$61,000] to prepare a full 
set of drawings for building 
upgrades. It is envisaged 
that these will include two 
Premier Rooms, three semi 
-independent units and two 
independent villas with 
attached garages. The next 
step will be fi nancing, and 
there have been a degree of 
positive comments already.  
Once we have the full set 
of drawings fi nalised in the 
next couple of months, we 
will be able to seriously 
start to fundraise and go to 
tender for the build.  The 
estimated for all this work to 
be completed is $800,000-
900,000 and would be a great 
asset for our community. The Cottage Rest Home has a new combi oven.

MAC SOLE

at Fraser Road. The other 
momentous happening for 
that year was the start of 
Second World War.

In about the mid 1940s 
for family reasons I went 
to Hawera to live with my 
mother, who, at that time 
had the Heatherlea Boarding 
House in Wilson Street 
and, although the house 
is no longer there, a street 
adjacent to where it once 
stood is called Heatherlea 
in remembrance of the old 
place. From there I attended 
Turuturu School for about 
one year and about the same 
amount of time at Tawhiti 
School before returning to 
Fraser Road School to fi nish 
my schooling. This coincided 
with my 15th birthday, the 
legal age to fi nish school. As 
I had not quite reached 15 it 
was necessary for me to do 
secondary correspondence 

for a number of months.
Edna, my sister, asked 

my father to send me to 
Te Aute Maori College in 
Hawkes Bay. On my father 
asking me if I wanted to 
go, I replied I would like to 
stay on the farm to help, but 
I believe my answer  was 
because I felt I wanted some 
sort of family security in 
what had been to that time 
something of a transient 
life. However, this was put 
aside on reaching the age 
of 15 with a clearer view of 
the realism of life and self-
preservation so I swung my 
bluey and headed back to 
Hawera to face the trials and 
tribulations of an adult life.

I cannot recall any 
thoughts or questions on me 
attending Hawera High; I 
believe it was considered I 
was needed on the farm to 
work.

Episode 17 
A return to childhood
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Peter Kuriger Engineering & Concrete 
 

  

 We Repair 
*Hydraulic Rams *Farm Machinery  
*Tip trailers  *Quarry Equipment  
*Speedway Cars 

. 
 
 

Available Now 
Troughs – inspection pipes – 

culvert pipes lids – bridge decks – 
box culverts - Culvert bases – 

T/Walls  manhole lids –       

889 Upper Kaweora Road - Opunake    0274 526 718   -  06 761 8122   

 

No Job Too Big, No Job too small custom made products to order 

 

www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating 
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to 
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and 
proud to be part of 
your community 

The precise 
way to grow 

grass this 
Autumn.
Call us today on

0800 432 866
www.fbt.co.nz

News from the Cottage

The Cottage Rest Home has a new combi oven.
ADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE

Call our advertising team on 
06 761 7016 

and get a 16.3% discount off our 
normal rates * 

*When you commit to an ad this size in each issue for 12 
months and quote this number: 1807122

FOR ADVERTISING THAT WORKS!
Delivered free to rural Taranaki homes fortnightly | Available at newstands 

in Opunake, New Plymouth, Waitara, Stratford,  Hawera and Inglewood.

These volunteers shared happy moments when painting the white fence at Wesley Church in Rahotu. Pictured left, 
Elva Symons and Kathy Stanley and right, Irene Leatherby and Janette Linn made quick work of brightening up 
the church property, The church is over 100 years old and it needs a facelift. More volunteers are needed so if you 
can help please get in touch with Elva Symons on 763 8650.

Hundred year-old church getting facelift

Riverlea WI held their AGM and prizegiving on 
Wednesday  February  5.

President Lynette Gargan and  Secretary Leonie West were 
returned to offi ce and Helen Cameron is the new Treasurer.

Prize-giving results:- Bloom: Riverlea WI vase 1. Myra 
Gibson. 2. Lynette Gargan, Dot Pope and Leonie West. 
Cluster: Kapuni Trophy. 1.  Myra Gibson. 2. Betty Goodwin. 
Homecraft. 1. Lynette Gargan. 2. Dot Pope. Handcraft. 
Cherry Willingham Tray  1. Doreen Matthews. 2. Lynette 
Gargan.

Cup for most points overall: Myra Gibson.
The monthly meetings are to remain on the fi rst Wednesday 

of each month either in members homes, Riverlea Hall or 
out and about. 

 Riverlea WI Annual 
Prize giving

President Lynette Gargan with her prizes.

 

The February meeting 
of the Manaia Womens 
Institute was held on Tuesday 
February 4, followed by the 
annual meeting.

The offi cers and committee 
for the coming year are: 
Joint Presidents Phyllis 
Malcolm and Jenny Hamley.  
Secretary Meg Kelly. 
Treasurer Ann Chisnall. 
Committee. Janice Walsh, 
Daphne Ashley and Raewyn 
Fredrickson.

Annual Competition 
Winners. Edna Free Tray 
– Shrub. Phyllis Malcolm/
Daphne Ashley. Mary 

Manaia WI
Wright Trophy – Any other 
stem Daphne Ashley. Mary 
Hurliman Tray – Hand 
Craft Daphne Ashley. Mary 
Stevenson Cup – Home 
Craft Ann Chisnall. Jubilee 
Trophy – Overall Points. 
Daphne Ashley

The wondering coin was 
won by May Mulholland 
and the Mary Hutton Trophy 
awarded to Phyllis Malcolm.

Next Meeting – Tuesday 
March 3– Floral workshop 
to make posy bowls to 
be donated to the folk at 
Trinity Rest time.

Meg Kelly
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FINER
SPRAYING SERVICES

LIMITED

•Crop Spraying

•Pasture 
Spraying

•Facial Eczema

BOOM SPRAYING SPECIALIST
Accurate Application - Sound Advice 

Grant: 027 444 9189
A/H: 06 278 8451

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

Wanting Dairy & Beef Weaners 
over 100kg. Sales at the Weaner 
Fair at the Stratford saleyards 

every second Thursday.

For all your
Livestock requirements

Servicing the Coast

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

It’s a new year, a new 
decade and if the adverts 
for gym memberships are 
to be believed, 365 days of 
orbit around the sun also 
means a “New You”. New 
health and safety clauses, 
waterway legislation and 
environmental policies are 
coming into effect in 2020. 
And while this may seem 
daunting it also means more 
opportunities. 

The rising, and ongoing 
cost of compliance is 
beginning to beat down 
on farmers. Some will be 
feeling the heat more than 
others. Those that are feeling 
behind may not have got the 
head start they needed.

No matter how established 
you think you are with 
compliance, there is always 

NINA POLETTI

more to do to minimise 
health and safety risks and 
maximise environmental 
care. As for the cost, early 
investment will mean less 
fi nancial pressure in the long 
run, as many have learnt 
from 20 years of riparian 
planting in Taranaki. 

Streams look better, wildlife 
is healthier and it’s all due 
to early investment into 
compliance. 

As far as health and safety 
goes, no amount of money is 
worth losing a human life. 
Worksafe NZ recorded 13 
fatalities from November 
2018 to October 2019 in the 
agricultural industry and it 
goes without saying that we 
need to take this number 
down to zero.

5th Business Agri puts 
immense value in making 
farms safer, more effi cient 
and environmentally 
friendly, starting with the 
animal. By prioritising 
animal requirements you end 
up with signifi cant  on-farm 
advantages that not only 
reduce animal health risk but 
also minimise environmental 
and OSH risk.  

How, you might ask? Well, 
healthier animals mean less 
interventions. In a drystock 
situation, optimising stock 
nutrition often goes hand 
in hand with decreased 
drenching frequency. This 
means less handling and less 
opportunity for something to 
go wrong with the animal or 
you. The animal can get on 
with eating and growing, 
meanwhile you’ve got one 
less job to do.

In dairying, improved 
stock health may mean less 
down cows to try and get 
back up, or fewer assisted 
calvings. The sheer size and 
weight of these animals, not 
to mention four potentially 
kicking legs all adds risk 
when in close contact. You 
also gain back signifi cant 
time not having to treat sick 
animals.

Healthier animals are 
far more effi cient. Higher 
per cow/sheep production 
rates mean less intensive 
farming and lower nitrogen 

and GHG production, 
minimising stress on both 
the environment and the 
farmer’s mental health. 

It all goes hand-in-hand, 
while an investment into 
compliance may seem like a 
challenge now, fl ip the coin 
and see 2020 as a time of 

opportunity to better your 
operation for the future. 

Similarly while  investment 
into animal health may 
seem like it’s not worth the 
return in gained production 
alone, it’s the advantages 
you’ll get that will really 
put you ahead. Whether it’s 

improved mental health, 
more time, lower OSH risk, 
improved environmental 
compliance, or all of the 
above, the opportunity is 
yours for the taking in 2020.

Nina Poletti
5th Business Agri

New Year new opportunities

A Taranaki farmer’s 40-
year commitment to breeding 
Holstein Friesians is set to 
come to an emotional end.

Ian McCormack, who’s 
battling a terminal illness, 
has decided to sell his herd 
at a complete dispersal sale 
in April.

About 180 head of mixed 
aged cows, in-calf heifers 
and calves will go under 
the hammer on his Stratford 
dairy farm.

“It’s quite emotional,” said 
Ian. “But the time has come 
for me to move on.”

“Holsteins Friesians have 
been my life. My herd can 
be traced back to the original 
animals imported into New 
Zealand.”

“It’s been my passion to 
maintain the purity of the 
breed. You won’t fi nd too 
many herds left like that,” he 
said.

Ian milks about 120 cows 
on his rolling 54-hectare 
(effective) farm on Opunake 
Road.

The herd produced 68,000 
kilograms of milksolids 
(kgMS) in 2018-19. It was 
one of the highest producing 
fat herds, of registered 
Holstein Friesians, in the 
country.

His top cow, Bushview 
Braxton Hazel VG89, 
produced 12,525 litres or 
828 kgMS last season.

Bushview Holsteins was 
founded in 1980, when Ian 
and his brother Gerald were 
herd-owning sharemilkers 
on their parents’ Rowan 
Road farm. 

“The stud really kicked off 
in 1988 with the purchase 
of a heifer named Snowline 
Poppy,” he said.

“She was from the well-
known Snowline ‘P’ family, 
which traces back to the cow 

Egmontdowns OG Peggy.”
Poppy had six daughters, 

fi ve were reared as 
replacement heifers.

“A number of her 
descendants are still in the 
herd and have all classifi ed as 
very good (VG) or excellent 
(EX) for traits other than 
production,” he said.

Bushview Windbrok 
Picture VG89, who’s a six-
year-old, produced 712 
kgMS last season. Bushview 
Braxton Petal VG88, a fi ve-
year-old, produced 701 
kgMS.

Ian bought his current farm 
in 2005.

A major focus of his 
breeding has been cow 
families, production and 
type. He strives for a 
well-balanced cow with 
longevity.

End of an era for Taranaki 
Holstein Friesian stud 

Continued page 15.
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EFFLUENT & WATER
021 289 5999 ANTON
www.flexitanksnz.com

DON'T ACCEPT A LIFT 
FROM A STRANGER

HIAB TRUCK & TRAILER FOR HIRE 
AND GENERAL CARTAGE

GOOD HAY FOR SALE. SIZE 15 SOLID 
BALES.

Rusty 027 280 0743

www.campbellcontractingltd.nz

office.campbellcontracting@gmail.com

HOME KILL MEAT PROCESSING
*  Beef  *  Pork  *  Sheep
Now doing Bacon and Ham

37 Warwick Road, Stratford
Ph Colin 027 476 4302 or AH 06 765 5937

Sinclair Home Kill 
(formerly Sinclair Farm 
Kill) is back, up and 
running.  Back in 2017, 
Colin and Bridgette Sinclair, 
owners of the popular 
Stratford business  felt 
they needed a break from 
the butchery trade, so they 
sold their Cordelia Street 
factory. Now they are back 
in business, and working 
from their Warwick Road 
home. The location might be 
different and the scale might 
be smaller, but the people 
behind the business are 
the same,  and their former 
clients have come back on 
board.

After selling their business, 
Colin had been driving 
trucks and Bridgette had 
been working in aged care. 
What they found was that 
they weren’t seeing much 
of each other and missed 
the companionship they had 
enjoyed working together, 
says Colin.

“My son Beau wanted to 
leave school and join the 
butchery trade. In our last 
business the everyday costs 
were enormous and the 

Popular couple back in the butchery business

pressures of work used to 
play havoc with our health 
and mental wellbeing. So 
we decided to set up at home 
on a smaller scale with me, 
Bridgette and Beau. We 
set up shop, acquired the 
necessary machinery and 

opened our doors in August 
last year.”

When they did their former 
clients came back to them.

“It was very humbling,” 
says Colin. “Obviously we 
did a reasonable job when 
we had the factory. It was not 

until we sold the factory that 
we realised how much we 
were appreciated and how 
much we had been missed.”

Brigitte says their 
customers have become 
friends. They know their 
families and what meat they 

eat, putting them in a better 
position to give them what 
they wanted.

They no longer do any 
killing, just processing. 
Their customers are mainly 
farmers, although they 
get the occasional hunter 
bringing in their venison.

“We can do all cuts of 
beef, sheep, pigs, bacon and 
a range of smallgoods like 
sausages, saveloys, salamis 
et cetera, which I enjoy 
doing,” says Colin.

They also cater for people 
with allergies and various 
forms of food intolerance.

Colin and Brigitte say 
that since they restarted the 
business they have spent 
more time together and are 
able to work the hours that 
best suit them. Colin recalls 
one evening they went out 
to work in the butchery and 
before they knew it the time 
had ticked over to 1.30am. 

Farming and businesses 

like theirs’ that depend 
on it are always subject to 
factors beyond their control 
like market forces and the 
effects of the weather, as 
well as unknown factors like 
Coronavirus. Colin says he 
has been through times like 
this before and been able to 
weather the storm.

This is not the fi rst time 
Colin has been drawn back 
to the butchery trade. He had 
started as an 18 year-old and 
worked in retail shops and 
freezing works throughout 
the North Island and the top 
of the South Island. He had a 
break and went farming but 
came back to butchery 15 
years ago. Now he says they 
are in it for the long haul.

“This is our retirement and 
Beau’s future,” says Colin. 
“He’s coming along really 
well and is learning the trade 
quite nicely. Hopefully in 
the future I can start working 
for him.”

At work. Beau, Colin and Bridgette.

Ian’s used mainly North 
American genetics from 
World Wide Sires, Semex 
and Genetic Enterprises. 

“You’ll see I have a few old 
cows in the herd that don’t 
look their age. They look 
young. I don’t think I’ve 
done too badly,” he said.

Bushview Holsteins 
currently has 17 cows 
classifi ed as excellent.

The largest cow family 
in the herd descends from 
Okains EC Vrai.

“I bought my fi rst cows 
from that family when 
Nouveau Holsteins in 
Dargaville and Chrislerae 
Holsteins in Palmerston 
North held dispersal sales,” 
he said.

He later purchased another 
member of the family, 
Ruaview Star Rosemarie 
EX2. Her descendent, 
Bushview Selvino Marie 
EX, is for sale.

Ian’s had his own successes 

in the show ring. 
Bushview Bolton Hottie 

VG88 was named the senior 
champion cow and took out 
the Burkitt Family Trophy at 
the Stratford A&P Show in 
2015.

Bushview Bolton Sassy 
VG87 won champion cow 
at the Egmont A&P Show in 
2013 as a four-year-old.

In recent years Ian has used 
several Italian sires, such as 
Heavenly Golden Dreams-
ET, to help reduce the stature 
of some of his cows.

One of the bull’s daughters, 
Bushview Heavenly Heidi 
EX, produced 761 kgMS 
last season as a four-year-
old. She has a two-year-old 
daughter Bushview Solomon 
Hayley in the herd.

Bushview Shottle Heidi 
VG87, who produced 
680 kgMS in 2018-19 as 
an 11-year-old, will have 
several descendants in the 
sale.

One of her daughters, 
Bushview Danilo Heidi 

End of an era for Taranaki Holstein 
Friesian stud 

Continued from page 14.

VG89, sold to Waipiri 
Holsteins in the Waikato in 
2013 for $3,700. 

Two full sisters to the 
2019 North Island supreme 
champion Holstein Friesian 
cow Makuri Gold Amber-
ET EX2 are also for sale. 

The herd’s diet consists 
of pasture, grass silage and 

a palm kernel blend fed 
through the feed system in 
the rotary milking shed.

Bushview Holsteins 
complete dispersal sale is 
being handled by Carrfi elds 
Livestock and will be held 
on 24th April 2020.

Brad Markham

Ian McCormack is passionate about breeding purebred 
Holstein Friesians.
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0800 100 123   
ravensdown.co.nz

Smarter farming for a 
better New Zealand®

• Keep spore counts below dangerous   
 levels on pasture 

• Prevent spore production for up to 40 days

• Minimise production losses and liver damage  
 in stock  

Call Marc Gopperth at Gopperth Contracting 
on 027 247 6021 or Nicole Stieller, 
Ravensdown Agri Manager, on 021 900 215.

Prevent facial 
eczema at the source
Sporeguard® and Sporewet®

$39/ha + GST for 
product and spray application

Trewithen is a 288ha 
farm with 1,100 cows in 
New Plymouth, owned 
by the Faull Family from 
Waitara. In his third season, 
sharemilker James Barbour 
takes us through the farm’s 
approach to nutrient 
management. 

The problem
We cover a large area, so 

paddock variability is an 
important issue for us. If 
we just apply a blanket rate 
without testing or targeting, 
the costs mount up very 
quickly because of the scale 
of the operation. 

We’re milking all year 
around with various 
winter run-offs. We have 
an ambitious target of 
600,000kg MS. Our focus 
is on growing more grass, 
taking care of the animals 
and becoming increasingly 
effi cient. And we’ve 
managed to cut our stocking 
rate while increasing 
production. 

This is a very public farm 
just outside of town and 
on the main highway. The 
community rightly expects 
us to be on top of our 
game. We can’t afford to 
compromise cow health or 
environmental performance.  

We’re putting 180 units of 
nitrogen on throughout the 

year. Volatilisation is a real 
risk when you’re not getting 
the rain at the right time. It’s 
one thing to be forecasting 
10-20mm, but it’s another 
to get that amount coming 
down in this area, which is a 
drier part of Taranaki.

The solution 
We have a large effl uent 

pond and we use the effl uent 

instead of fertiliser on a 
proportion of the farm. The 
soil tests enable us to check 
that the correct amounts are 
going on and if any extra is 
required, this can be applied 
as fertiliser. We do our own 
fertiliser spreading and have 
two Ravensdown silos: one 
for mixes and one for coated 
urea such as N-Protect. 
Part of our product policy 

in the summer is to switch 
to N-Protect as it starts 
warming up. With less 
being lost, we can put on 
lower rates of N and there’s 
defi nitely a potential saving 
in there.  

We organised all-paddock 
testing with Ravensdown 
when I started so we knew 
what needed to go where. It 
was a week from soil testing 
until maps and plans were 
received and we have done 
it twice now which gives 
us great paddock fertility 
information. It is an upfront 
cost, but it’s been recouped. 

Recording tests and 
spreading data in the 
HawkEye software tool is 
helpful. Seeing paddock 
history helps us to get 
the best out of each one.  
HawkEye also allows the 
owner to feel like he can 
stay in touch by seeing those 
actions being taken from 
anywhere in the world. 

By walking the farm, 
we can see the ‘hungry 
paddocks’ which generally 
match pretty well to the soil 
test results. Spreading our 
own fertiliser enables us to 
leave out the areas which 
don’t need fertiliser such as 
around troughs, gates and 
the like. 

There’s pride in the 
environmental efforts like 

the riparian strips and the 
1,500 trees planted near our 
run-off areas. We organise 
plenty of school trips and 
have the odd high-profi le 
guest come to look around. 

The people 
Being in the third year out 

of fi ve is the sweet spot where 
we know what works and are 
making little changes. The 
trust and relationship with 
the owner is vital. I have a 
great partnership with my 
brother-in-law Jason Groot.  
It’s all about progression 
- getting better at what we 
do. The goal is to keep 
learning with a view of farm 
ownership one day.  

The farm benefi ts from 
the strong support of 
Ravensdown’s James 
Livingston. He’s really easy 
to work with – everything is 
planned. For example, we’ll 
talk about which paddocks 
to plant maize or other crops 
in and, as the farm is on 
Hawkeye, we can look at 
the maps online and discuss 
what needs to be done. If 

any paddocks need more 
testing, he just gets it done. 
Hawkeye also captures the 
paddock areas and fertiliser 
history which all help with 
decision making.

James always has 
everything well planned - 
frequently it’s just a matter 
of texts and phone calls to 
sort out what is happening. 

In drier areas like coastal 
North Taranaki, and the 
pressure coming on for more 
environmental effi ciency, 
N- Protect is a great tool 
for controlling N loss from 
volatilisation. As the climate 
changes and becomes drier 
and warmer, using it all 
year round needs serious 
consideration. 

Benefi ts of N-Protect 
coated urea

• Apply less. Lose 
less.  

• Less rain dependent 
• Ultimately less 

greenhouse gases 

James Barbour, 
Ravensdown shareholder.

Getting smarter at growing grass

James Barbour and James  Livingston.

Pastures need TLC to recover when rain comes 
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Five years at the 
top of the FVI

Five years at the top of the FVI
For the last five years Trojan’s had DairyNZ’s top Forage Value Index 
rating for a diploid perennial ryegrass – a feat unmatched by any 
other grass.

Combined with persistence, insect control and animal health, Trojan 
is in a league of its own.

@AgriseedsNZ facebook.com/Agriseeds agriseeds.co.nz   0800 449 955

top of the FVI

For the last five years Trojan’s had DairyNZ’s top Forage Value Index For the last five years Trojan’s had DairyNZ’s top Forage Value Index 

Combined with persistence, insect control and animal health, Trojan 

agriseeds.co.nz   0800 449 955

  Livestock has been the 
top priority in areas hit by 
the recent dry – and rightly 
so – but now, pastures also 
need attention, to fuel farm 
recovery after rain, and 
provide the main source of 
feed for the next 12 months. 

Successful pasture 
recovery after drought 
has three stages: current 
management in dry 
conditions; actions to be 
taken when rain comes, and 
a renewal programme. 

Bruce Paterson, Taranaki 
and Manawatu area 
manager for Barenbrug 
Agriseeds, says the fi rst step 
is to assess all paddocks on 
the farm, and divide them 
into three categories. 

“Most important are the 
Category 1 paddocks, ones 
you think will recover. 
Category 2 is for those 
which might survive; 
Category 3 is paddocks past 
the point of no return,” he 
explains. 

Category 1 paddocks are 
vital for drought recovery, 
because after rain they will 
be the fi rst to start providing 
feed. 

Two golden rules apply to 

these paddocks – look after 
them while it’s dry, and be 
patient with grazing after it 
rains. 

It’s critical not to overgraze 
these pastures during the 
dry, because ryegrass plants 
store all the energy they need 
for survival and regrowth in 
the basal stem (not below 

it). Grazing too close to the 
ground depletes these energy 
reserves.  

“Even if the grass is brown, 
having 3-4 cm of length on 
it is much better than having 
1-2 cm. The extra length 
holds the energy to power 
plants back up for growth 
when enough moisture is 

available.”
To protect Category 1 

paddocks, Bruce says 
farmers can use Category 
3 paddocks as a sacrifi ce 
area(s), to hold stock and to 
feed supplement in, or use a 
feed pad if available. 

“When it rains, keep 
managing Category 1 

paddocks carefully for the 
next 3-4 weeks as things 
green up. Putting animals on 
too soon can kill them. Wait 
until ryegrass tillers have 
three leaves before grazing 
any new growth post-rain.”

  Category 2 paddocks 
meantime should be 
monitored.

“If you pull plants apart, 
green in the base of the tiller 
means there’s hope,” Paul 
says. “Wait until it rains, 
then they will become either 
Category 1 or 3.”

Category 3 paddocks 
need to be re-sown. These 
are pastures coming out of 
summer crop or those which 
have less than 50% grass 
cover remaining; contain a 

Pastures need TLC to recover when rain comes 
high level of weeds; have 
been damaged by insects; 
or been used as sacrifi ce 
paddock. 

“A plan needs to be 
developed for these, which 
is typically a mix of winter 
feed and pasture renewal, 
and may include full 
renewal, spray-drilling and 
undersowing.

“In years like this with 
widespread pasture damage, 
undersowing is a key tool, 
as larger areas can be sown 
quickly. Options for this 
include winter crops, 12 
month pasture (e.g. Tabu+), 
2-3 year pasture (e.g. 
Shogun), and sowing early 
in the dry.”

Careful management now will help grass recover after rain. 
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LIKE ONE OF OUR PHOTOS?

Did you know that photos that are published
in our paper are available to purchase?

Call in and see us today.
Ph/Fax: 06 761 7016 - 23 Napier Street, Opunake

or e-mail us: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Prices from:

Postcard size $7 - Medium size $10 - A4 size $18
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For compe��ve pricing on all your rural cartage 

requirements - Give us a call today!

Taranaki wide

Phone 0800 707 404 Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

Bayleys Taranaki are proud to be a part of New Zealand’s 
number one rural brand. They have an experienced team of rural 
professionals who can discuss your property requirements in the 
strictest confidence. Contact the team at Bayleys today and find 
out how Bayleys does it better.

Bayleys Taranaki | info@bayleystaranaki.co.nz
SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Dean File 021 544 364 
(GENERAL MANAGER)

Mark Monckton 021 724 833

John Blundell 027 240 2827

Brendan Crowley 027 241 2817
Neville Moratti 027 440 9790
Leo Baas 021 444 073
Judy Dodunski 027 551 8921

ALL OVER

Coastal boxes ahead as season approaches

With their fi rst pre-season 
game a matter of weeks 
away, Coastal Rugby players 
have been getting in some 
pre-season training.

Last week they were at 

the Barbwire Boxing gym 
with new Premiers co-coach 
Mark Davis and gym owner 
James (Batman) Langton 
taking them through their 
paces.

“You’ve got a game in 
four weeks, so come on” 
James told the players who 
included members of the 
Premiers, Women’s and 
Under-20s teams. “I see my 

job as to get you guys ready 
for the season. That’s my 
role, so that you don’t lose 
the early games.”

A couple had already 

played, with Josh Lord 
and Alex Kauvalu having 
appeared for Taranaki the 
previous weekend. Josh is 
also in the Chiefs Under-20 
squad.

Mark Davis is making 
the step up from the Third 
division to co-coach the 
Premiers alongside fellow 
newcomer Kane Barrett. 
Separate training sessions 
are being held in Opunake 
and Okato before they 
combine at Rahotu closer to 
the start of the season.

On a fi ne Opunake evening, 
players were taken through 
exercises, and took in a 

three kilometre run which 
included the views of the 
Opunake Lake.

The gym, which is the 
latest venture for the current 
national heavyweight 
champion has been doing 
well, says James. 

“We’ve got the Coastal 
Rugby boys here and the 
basketball guys are coming,” 
he says.  It’s also attracting 
a lot of interest from the 
general public.

“We’re changing people’s 
lives. They’re giving up 
smoking, drinking and 
drugs, and they’re wanting 
to train.”

Coastal Rugby players gather at James Langton’s Barbwire Boxing Gym for some pre season training.

February 3.  Monday night 
Ambrose. 1. Winks Rd. 2. 
Manaia Hackers. 3. Hakana 
Matata. 4. Tui & Red.

February 8. Saturday 
Men’s Stableford. Wayne 
Baker 65. Steve Caldwell 66. 
Jim Ngere 67. John Oliver 
67. Trevor Larsen 67. Phil 
Elliott 68. Gary Dowdle 69. 
Dennis Hurcomb 69. Twos. 
Grant Hastie 9th.

Junior. Longest Drive. 1. 
Lian Campbell. 2. Kieran 
Taylor. Pee Wees. 1. Luke 
Norris. 2. Jack Gargan. 3. 
Reiden Robinson.

Chipping. 1. Kieran Taylor. 
2. Liam Campbell. Pee 

Wees. 1. Reiden Robinson. 
2. Luke Norris. 3. Jack 
Gargan.

Team Chipping. 1. Kieran 
Taylor. Jack Gargan.

February 10. Monday 
night Ambrose. 1. Manaia 
Hackers. 2. Mahi. 3. Hakana 
Matata. 4. Otakeho Hackers. 
5. Jo Boys.

February 15. Saturday 
Men’s Stableford. 1. Logan 
Symes 46. 2. Grant Gopperth 
41. 3. Cody Clark 40. 4. John 
Oliver 40. 5. Logan Kennett 
39 and Noddy Symes 39. 
Juniors. 1. Liam Campbell. 
2. Luke Norris. 3. Reiden 
Robinson.

Manaia Golf
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Training will be conducted by Heavyweight 
Champion of New Zealand James Batman Langton

WE ARE NOW DOING BOXFIT TRAINING 
ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

MORNINGS AT 10am

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 14 - Walk up Fantams Peak (Postponed)

April 12 - First Amateur Boxers 
fighting in Waitara

July 11 - Coastal Rumble event at 
Opunake Events Centre. Looking for 

corporate boxers.

Ph 027 469 2912

Opunake Boat and Underwater Club Notice
We wish to acknowledge and thank the following sponsors for their support 
for our 2019 annual fishing and diving tournament:

OMV Taranaki - Primary Sponsor

And all those who donated food, equipment, time and energy to make this another 
successful tournament, the  committee and club members sincerely appreciate your 

efforts, we look forward to seeing you back for the our next annual tournament early 
in 2021 – Commodore and Committee.

Collins Sports 
Tasman Marine
West Coast Marine
Sandfords Taranaki
McDonalds Real Estate
Taranaki Building Limited
Campbell Contracting
Malcolm Campbell Livestock
Ballance Agri Nutrients
J Swap Stock Feeds

Anzco Foods
Silver Fern Farms
Fonterra Farm Source 
ASB bank
Marine Services Wanganui
Gibson Plumbing  
Farmlands
FMG Insurance
Opunake Fish Chips and More

Opunake Boat and Underwater Club OMV Snapper 
Fishing Tournament Results

Danny O’Donnell with his winning snapper(11.53kg) caught on Reel Pleasure owned 
by Danny and Mark Neal.

Our annual OMV Taranaki 
tournament kicked off with 
registration night at the club 
rooms on Friday  January 24 
with a BBQ.  

This year our annual 
tournament had a 
couple of new spot prize 
sections,  and thanks  to 
Viv Scott,McDonald Real 
Estate sponsoring $1000 
for the Early Bird Entry to 
be drawn at prize giving, 
and on completion of the 
registration night we had 
103 entered, which was 
helped by great weather and 
sea conditions for the fi rst 
weekend.  

The sea was a little cooler at 
the start of the competition, 
so snapper were harder to 
fi nd, which made a brand 
new section with special 
thanks to the staff at Gibson 
Plumbing who sponsored 
$1000 for a lucky snapper in 
the 4-6kg division, also to be 
drawn at prize giving.  

We ended up with 107 
anglers competing and 15 
divers, which is a record for 
some years due to the nice 
clear water that we have 
been experiencing here.  The 
fi sh were a little elusive to 
start with, and not a lot were 
being weighed until midway 
through the tournament, 
and then it went mad with 
people being knocked off the 
various ladders each day.

We ended up with a 
beautiful roast meal at 
prizegiving thanks to Dan 
Morgan for getting us 
wild pig, which came out 
beautifully in the cooker, 
with all the roast vegetables 
and other meats from Silver 
Fern.

To be in the spot prize 
draws you had to be at 
prizegiving to collect, and 
it took two draws in each 
section. Sarah Procter won 
the Early Bird and Jackson 
Sinclair with the Lucky 
Snapper (of which only 17 
were weighed in during the 
two weeks).  

Other Results were
OMV/Ecolab/Balance Agri 

Nutrients Snapper -– Once 
again Reel Pleasure was 
in the money ($1000) with 
this year Danny O’Donnell 
weighing in a 11.53kg.  The 
other nine places went to 
Shannon McMillan, Tony 
Campbell, Grant Hill, Steve 
Corkill, Robert Shirtcliffe, 
Kobe Sinclair, Paddy Walsh, 
Owen Evans and Ben Gibson 
with 7.80kg.

The Tasman Marine 
Kahawai section went to fi ve 
places, with Owen Evans 
with his 2.91kg taking the 
top spot, whilst the other 
placegetters were Shannon 
McMillan, Steve Corkill, 
Rhys Griggs and John Walsh 
sharing fourth place with 
2.85kg.

Malcolm Livestock/ASB 

Blue Cod section also went 
to fi ve places, John Coltart 
hooked up 2.29kg in the 
fi rst weekend and kept that 
position right through with 
Ben Gibson, Gareth Collins, 
Garry Northcott and Sage 
Cooksley with 2.08kg.

Sandfords John Dory 
section, Grant Hill’s 2.57kg 
was easily the winner of this 
section with Steve Coltart 
and then John Coltart with 
1.96kg.

Campbell Contracting 
Kingfi sh section – Shannon 
McMillan weighed a clear 
winner with 13.94kg then 
Terry Sullivan, and Paddy 

Walsh in third place with 
10.08kg.

Marine Services Wanganui 
Tuna section. These were a 
little harder to fi nd and only 
four were weighed in with 
Dave Lee’s 4.77kg taking 
top place, then Rory Gibbs 
and Garry Northcott with 
4.48kg.

Marine Services Wanganui 
Tarakihi section was a clean 
out by Bounty Hunter with 
Sage Cooksley’s 1.58kg the 
heaviest, followed by Grant 
Hill and then Andy Collins 
with his 1.30kg.

West Coast Marine 
Gurnard section was taken 

by Paddy Walsh with his 
0.900kg and then we had a 
second equal with  Gareth 
Collins and Shannon 
McMillan with 0.78kg.

Taranaki Building Trevally 
section.  Paps Klaassen was 
a clear winner with 4.l52kg 
followed by Shannon 
McMillan and Lynda 
Corkill’s 2.55kg.

Blair Burnett, McDonald 
Real Estate Crayfi sh section 
was won by Simon Foley 
with 1.87kg followed by 
Simon Drought and Robert 
Shirtcliffe 1.49kg

The Top Boat trophy this 
year was a clear winner 

Black Ops skippered by 
Shannon McMillan followed 
by Bounty Hunter with 
Grant Hill, then Big Blue 
with Steve Corkill.

The Collins Sports rod and 
reel raffl e was won by Darcy 
Wineera.

The evening fi nished off 
with auctioneer Graham 
Payne entertaining all 
present by setting various 

people against other with 
various donated goods, and 
of course there were plenty 
of stories about the ones that 
got away. Until next year 
a huge thanks to all those 
that make this tournament 
an annual  event not to be 
missed in our local boating 
calendar. 

Lynda Corkill

The next issue of the Opunake and Coastal 
News comes out on March 5. Phone (06)761-
7016 to advertise.
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0800 222 707
21 Paraite Road, Bell Block, New Plymouth 
PO Box 5054, New Plymouth 4343

Summer contracts on PKE, MEGA Bulk blends, 
MEGA Silo Blends & MEGA Liquid Blends

Enhance your herd production

MEGA Deals

Reps:
Peter Steele 027 206 7540   |   Rob Topliss 027 247 1658

It’s been a great few weeks 
at the Club. Finally we got 
some warmer weather and 
ocean temperatures warmed 
up a bit.  Our regional paid 
guards fi nished at the end 
of January, and now our 
patrol hours are 11.30-4.30 
Saturday and Sundays until 
March 8 when all patrols 
fi nish.

Recently we were involved 
in an After Hours rescue. 
Once alerted, we were able 
to send off duty lifeguards 
to attend the swimmer in 
trouble, and together with 
the rescue helicopter helping 
by fi nding him off shore, 
the IRB crew picked the 
patient up. This was a very 
lucky rescue. Members of 
the public played their part 
in phoning 111 who were 
able to contact the rescue 
squad, meaning we could 
alert our team. A very timely 
reminder to never swim 
alone, and never at the left 
hand side/tail race end of the 
beach. This is where most 
of the rips occur. Always 
swim in front of the area by 
the surf club - this is where 
rips occur less frequently 
- but they can still happen. 
If you are caught in a rip - 
remember relax, raise and 
ride. Relax and focus on 
fl oating. Raise your hand to 

alert bystanders and ride the 
rip until the end and then 
focus on swimming back to 
shore once you are out of the 
rip.

Our juniors attended the 
Taranaki Surf Life Saving 
Champs. Congratulations 
to Under-8 Girls Champ 
Harpa Olliver ,Under-8 
Boys Second Overall Luca 

Harvey and Under-12 Third 
Overall Will Perrett. We 
also achived a lot of placings 
in the events.

U14 Girls. Flags. Caro 
Oliver(Second). Sprints. 
Caro Oliver (Second). 
U12 Boys. Surf Race. Will 
Perrett (Second). Diamond 
Race Will Perrett (Third). 
Run/ Swim/ Run. Will 
Perrett (Second). U12 Girls. 

Surf Race. Harriet Muller 
(Third). Run/Swim/Run. 
Harriet Muller (Third). 
U11 Boys.  Sprints. Jayden 
Doherty (Third). U11 Girls.  
Surf Race. Georgie Olliver 
(Third). Run/Swim/Run. 
Georgie Olliver (Third).

U10 Boys. Sprints. 
J.C.Goodman (First). Jak 
Lawn (Third). Flags. Victor 
Gibson (Second). Boogie 

Board Race. J.C.Goodman 
(First). Run/Swim/Run. 
J.C.Goodman(Third). U10 
Girls. Sprints. Renee Fleming 
(Second). Run/Swim/Run. 
Renee Fleming(Third). 
U8 Boys. Sprints. Luca 
Harvey(Second). Run/Swim/
Run Luca Harvey(Second). 

Boogie Board Race. Luca 
Harvey (Second). U8 Girls.
Boogie Board Race. Flags. 
Harpa Olliver (First). 
Sprints. Harpa Olliver 
(First). Boogie Board Race. 
Harpa Olliver (Third).

Trish Rankin

Opunake Surf Life Saving Club News 

Opunake performed strongly at the Taranaki Surf Life Saving Champs.

Surf Life Savers were involved in an After Hours 
Rescue.
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DP PLUMBING
Craftsman Plumber/ Drainlayer

Living locally in Okato
23 years experience

Competitive quotes and 
prompt service
Ph Duane on

06 752 4897 or 021 023 05021

Congratulations to Bowls Rahotu 
Inc. on 100 years 

Houses
Alterations
Decks
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Roofing
Fences
Concrete
Cowsheds
Farm Buildings

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

Proud to support Rahotu 
Bowling Club.

Congratulations on your 
centenary.

P.I.C Powdercoating Ltd
P. Professional    I. Industrial     C. Coatings

Congratulations to 
Bowls Rahotu (Inc) on 
making their century

Alec Lowry: Owner / Manager
06 758 4323

027 813 4964
99 Katere Rd, New Plymouth

alec@picpowdercoating.co.nz

picnaki@primowireless.co.nz

picpowdercoating.co.nz

Celebrating a hundred years of bowls at Rahotu 

Bowlers have been taking to the greens of Rahotu for a hundred years. This photo was taken by Kevin Waswo at 
a bowling tournament in 1971.

On Taranaki Anniversary 
weekend, Rahotu will 
celebrate a century of 
bowling. The Rahotu 
Bowling Club, now known 
as Bowls Rahotu Inc began 
back in 1920 with 33 
members and a grass green 
with four rinks at the Rahotu 
Domain. 

On the weekend of 
March 7-8 they will look 
back on a hundred years 
with a Centenary Bowls 
Tournament. 

The weekend kicks off on 
the Friday evening with a 
get together, barbecue and 
happy hour, with the bowls 
beginning in earnest the 
following day. There will 
be 128 bowlers representing 
Taranaki clubs and former 
members from around 
the country. On Sunday 
afternoon there will be a 
hangi, catering for about 
200 people to which club 
sponsors are invited. This 
will be followed by speeches 
from current club president 
Len Reader and club captain 
Gavyn Horo. Prizes will 
then be presented by three 
of the club’s youngest 
members and three of 
its oldest. Camron Horo, 
Nathan Goodin and Joshua 
Allan are all still at high 
school. Ninety seven year-
old Ron Bingham is a life 
member,  has been with 
the club since the 1976-7 
season, and still lives on his 
own. John Morgan is also a 
life member. At 92 he maybe 
a bit younger than Ron, but 
he has been with the club for 
a longer time, having joined 
in 1965-6. Mick Guthrie 
has been with the club since 
1978-9.

In its heyday the club had 
about 80 members, says 
the club’s current secretary 
Peter Charteris.

“They all couldn’t get on 
the green at once,” he says. 

He points to a montage of 
photos of a tournament held 
here in 1971 taken by Harry 
Waswo who once worked at 
the Rahotu Post Office.

Although the club 
membership is now 26, 
Rahotu Bowls Inc has kept 
going while other country 

Players at a 1971 golf tournament.                                                Photo Kevin Waswo.

bowling clubs have had to 
fold. Their club days held 
every Sunday still draw a 
full turnout.

“The locals are in love 
with their bowling club. It’s 
like a second home,” says 
Peter. “This is a real Coast 
story this bowling club. It’s 
run by a really great bunch 
of blokes. All work done 
is voluntary. If you’re not 
dedicated, then you don’t 
survive.”

The club rooms remain 

a focal point for the local 
community, whether 
it’s hosting the monthly 
meetings of the Rahotu-

Pungarehu Lions Club, or 
acting as a changing room 
for students performing at 
a production at the Rahotu 
School.

For its first eight years, 
the club was based at the 
domain until local publican 
Ted Whittle donated land 
next to the Rahotu Hotel.. 
The club then put in an 

eight rink green and Ted 
Whittle the publican joined 
the club himself, later acting 
as secretary. The club has 

been at this site ever since.  
One of the club’s members 
Harry Pennington built the 
new clubrooms, helped by 
members and local residents. 
The current clubrooms 
were built by Bruce Barron 
Builders in 1991.

The club’s most decorated 
current member is Des 
Lowry. Having won five or 
more Taranaki titles, he is 

their only gold star holder.
The Club has chalked 

up a number of successes 
in their time. These have 
included Trevor Wilde, Cor 
Hofmans, Ray Schultz and 
Peter Bennett winning the 
H.A.N.Z.(North Island) 
tournament in 1978, 1980, 
1981 and 1987, and being 
runners-up in 1988. 



Govett-Brewster  
Art Gallery
50th Birthday  
Street Party!
Free | Queen St | Sat 29 Feb 2020 | 3 - 9 pm

govettbrewster.com

The summer holidays may be done, but the fun isn’t 
over in New Plymouth. We’re breaking out of the 
Gallery, taking over the street, and bringing out the 
art with a summer street party to celebrate 50 years 
of Govett-Brewster!

Govett-Brewster Art Gallery/
Len Lye Centre

42 Queen Street
New Plymouth
Aotearoa New Zealand

Live music from Dictaphone Blues, Hans Pucket,  
Serious Happiness, O Juliet & Charlotte Johansen. 
Food trucks, cash bar, interactive art, all ages welcome. 

Celebrated local artist 
Reuben Paterson’s piece - a 
colossal, glittery cake – is 
set to take centre stage for 
the Govett-Brewster Art 
Gallery’s 50th street party.

Reuben, best known for 
his giant tree The Golden 

Local artist creates colossal birthday cake

Bearing which has previously 
been a huge hit at the gallery 
and the TSB Festival of 
Lights, has worked on the 
cake for two months. 

T h e  t w o - m e t r e  t a l l 
behemoth uses 5kg of glitter 
and will be the centrepiece 

of the party on Saturday 29 
February marking 50 years 
since the NPDC-owned and 
operated gallery fi rst opened 
its doors.

“I don’t want to spoil the 
surprise but all I can say is 
once the cake is activated 

people will be blown away,” 
says Reuben. “Fifty years is 
a signifi cant milestone for a 
gallery, and to help celebrate 
this you have to have a 
monstrous two-metre tall 
cake covered in glitter!

“It is of course the second 

gl i t te r ing  cent re  p iece 
after the perfection of our 
sparkling gallery as we 
acknowledge the history of 
Monica Brewster’s legacy 
and the journeys the gallery 
has taken us all on, in its 
golden 50th jubilee year.”

The two-metre tall by 
1.8-metre wide cake includes 
a number of tiers and includes 
fabrics and dresses dating 
from the 1970s to the present 
day in honour of the 50-year 
celebrations and of Monica 
Brewster. “We have all been 
on a beautiful journey with 
the Govett Brewster Art 
Gallery so the fabric patterns 
and floral designs, which 
are all painted in glitter, 
share their own genealogy 
of swirling curls that come 
to represent these journeys.”

Co-directors Aileen Burns 
and Johan Lundh said: “It’s 
been anything but a piece of 
cake for local artist Reuben 
Paterson as there’s been a 
lot of hard work in creating 
this piece of art. Together the 
Govett-Brewster Art Gallery 
and Reuben are celebrating 
an important milestone as we 
mark 50 years.”

The party runs from 3pm 
to 9pm on Queen Street.
There’s live music from 
Dictaphone Blues, Hans 
Pucket, Serious Happiness, O 
Juliet & Charlotte Johansen. 
There’ll be food trucks as 
well as a bar. Party-goers can 
participate in and interactive 
art work The Cell by Brook 
Andrew and take part in 
workshops. The party will 
see the world premiere for 
Len Lye’s Sky Snakes kinetic 
sculpture. 

New Plymouth artist Reuben Paterson has created a two-metre tall cake for the Govett-Brewster Art Gallery’s 50th birthday.
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Boarding 
Open Day
Monday, 23rd March 2020
10.15am - 3.00pm
For an invitation, please email 
office@npbhs.school.nz or phone
(06) 757 6116

2020 IS FULL. 
BOOK NOW 

FOR 2021 AND 
BEYOND!

 

TARANAKI HARNESS 
CENTENARY RACE DAY 

 

Sat 29 Feb 2020 

Gates Open 11am 
First Race 12.15pm 

Entry Free 

Mountain
Bike, Kayak

and
Paddle Board

Hire
Fun to share with
friends and family

8.30am to 4pm

CHADDY’S
CHARTERS

Ph: 06 758 9133

 Govett Brewsters 50th 
B i r t h d a y  c e l e b r a t i o n 
Reuben Paterson’s colossal, 
glittery cake, one of the tiers 
of the cake.

FRIDAY 
MARCH 

27

The Oaonui community 
has been working hard to 
raise the funds required for 
the Hall upgrades and exte-
rior painting. 

“When the farmers are 
hurting it’s the rural com-
munities that suffer the 
most,” said Oaonui Hall 
chairperson Andy White-
head. It is for this reason 
the Oaonui Hall commit-
tee is excited to be hosting 
our local MP Johnathan 
Young and National Party 
spokesman for agriculture 
Todd Muller MP for Bay 
of Plenty. With an election 
later this year, we really 
encourage people to come 
along and hear what’s in it 
for us when we vote on Sep-

Oaonui hall to host MP’s meeting

Oaonui Hall chairperson Andy Whitehead.

tember 19. The Opunake 
community relies heavily 
on the Agriculture and En-
ergy sectors and here is an 
opportunity to hear from 
the two spokesmen on these 
sectors from the National 
Party. Strong rural commu-
nities allow us to strength 
our schools and health sec-
tor and also make sure we 
have the ability to maintain 
our community assets such 
as Oaonui’s rural hall.

 “We are really proud of 
how the hall is looking and 
we are keen to show it off,” 
added Andy. A BBQ lunch 
will be provided and we are 
hoping for a good turnout 
of farmers. 

Andy Whitehead

The Next Issue is the 5th March

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016
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PH. 06 278 5858    |    17 Turuturu Rd, Hawera
www.weirbros.co.nz    weirbros@xtra.co.nz

Visit weirbros.co.nz for more tour information or to join our database. 
We offer caring and comfortable tours and day trips and look forward to hosting you soon. 

DISCOVER NORTHLAND TOUR 
18TH – 26TH MARCH 2020

Join us on our 9 day Discover Northland Tour. We will 
explore different areas of Northland including Whangarei 

in the south, Paihia the hub of the Bay Of Islands up to 
Cape Reinga the top of the north as well as surroundings. 

$2495.00pp twin share. Contact us for more details.

NZ MILITARY TATTOO 4TH APRIL 2020
Join us for a day trip to see New Zealand’s biggest 

military spectacular which is coming to Palmerston 
North City. Experience an inspiring musical extravaganza 

bringing together more than 600 performers from 
around New Zealand who will showcase our military and 
cultural heritage. $235.00pp Tickets include transport, 

dinner & ticket to the show. Contact us for more details.

GREAT BARRIER ISLAND & AUCKLAND 
25TH – 30TH OCTOBER 2020

Journey with us to one of the most unspoiled places 
you will ever find; an amazing Island full of native flora 
and fauna, some unique to this special place. Escape to 

tranquility – escape to Great Barrier Island! While on 
the Island enjoy a full day touring, visiting sites 

including Tryphena Harbour, Claris, Glenfern Sanctuary 
and much more….  

$2190.00pp twin share. Contact us for more details. 

WORLD OF WEARABLE ART WELLINGTON 
3RD  - 4TH OCTOBER 2020

Join us for an overnight excursion to see one of the 
spectacular shows of 2020, This year, Show Director 

Malia Johnston is back, teaming up with more creatives 
and guest artists than ever before who are crafting a 

show which will be a true explosion of multiple artforms. 
$525.00 Twin Share $625.00 Single. Total cost includes: 

Premium Ticket, WOW Souvenir Programme, Travel, 
Dinner, Bed & Breakfast.

SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 29 
AT RAHOTU 

DOMAIN
GAMES START AT 10AM

National Finals
Forceback 

GET ALONG FOR A GREAT DAY OF RUGBY AND 
MEET A FEW  CELEBRITIES AS WELL

49 Main Rd, MANAIA   Ph: 06 274 8341
waimatehotel@hotmail.co.nz

Tuesday and Wednesday nights
$15 Rump Steak

$15 Chowder

From March
$30 Scotch meal

$18 Sunday Roast with dessert

WAIMATE HOTEL

From 7th March every Sat & Sun
we will be open for breakfast from 

8.30am
Kitchen hours on facebook

SAVE 18%* 
OFF OUR STANDARD ADVERTISING RATES

Call our Marketing team on 

06 761 7016 
to find out how

Quote this number: 1807123

* WHEN YOU PLACE AN AD THIS SIZE IN EACH ISSUE 

OF THE OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS FOR 12 MONTHS

FOR ADVERTISING THAT WORKS!

Artists Corner

Above and right: 
Bernice McKellar works 
with pencil on paper.
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COASTAL
COPY  PRINT  DESIGN

Email: cavco@xtra.co.nz
26 Napier Street, Opunake

PH: 06 761 8037

Photocopying, Passport Photos, Business Cards, Flyers, Brochures,  Logo Design,
Laminating, Binding, Typing Services, Photo Repairs, Photos onto Canvas/Glass Prints,
Advertising Posters, Document Scanning, Invitations, Thank You Cards, Raffle Tickets,

Personalised Labels, Stickers/Labels and more....

OPEN WEDNESDAY’S and FRIDAY’S - 9am - 5pm

Your local Print Shop for all your printing needs!

26 NAPIER STREET
OPUNAKE

in the
COASTALCARE

BUILDING

 
72 Tasman Street, Opunake -  www.everybodystheatre.co.nz – Phone 027 3837926 

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2020 
Adults $10, Students 4-16yrs and Senior Citizens $8, Under 4 free 

THE GRUDGE 
Horror |1hr 34min|R16: Violence, Horror 
Fri 21st Feb 7pm|Sat 29th Feb 7pm  
 
SPIES IN DISGUISE 
Animation, Action| 1hr 49mins|M:  
Sat 22nd Feb 1pm 
 
BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
Drama, True Story |1hr 49min |PG 
Wed 26th Feb 1pm|Sun 8th Mar 7pm  
 
FRIDA VIVA LA VIDA 
Documentary | 1hr 30min |Exempt 
Wed 26th Feb 7pm| Wed 4th Mar 7pm 
          
GUIDE TO 2ND DATE SEX 
Comedy, Romance|1hr 38min |R16: Sex scenes 
Fri 6th Mar 7pm|Sun 15th Mar 7pm 
Wed 18th Mar 7pm 
 
BIRDS OF PREY 
Crime, Action |1hr 40min| R16: Violence 
Fri 28th Feb 7pm|Sat 7th Mar 7pm 
Fri 13th Mar 7pm 
 
Taranaki Day – Cottage Rest Home- Fundraiser 
EMMA - Drama Romance |2hrs|PG 
Mon 9th Mar 1pm  
 
1917 - Drama, Action, War|2hrs |R13: graphic realistic 
war scenes    Mon 9th Mar 7pm  
 

BAD BOYS FOR LIFE 
Action, Comedy|1hr 53min| R13: Language and sexual 
references 
Sat 22nd Feb 7pm 
  

MY SPY 
Action, Adventure | 1hr 33min |PG 
Sun 23rd Feb 7pm  
 

DOLITTLE 
Comedy, Family |1hr 46min |PG 
Sat 29th Feb 1pm|Sat 14th Mar 1pm   
 
MIDWAY **BOUTIQUE** 
Action, History |2hr 18min |Violence and language 
Sun 1st Mar 7pm|Wed 4th Mar 7pm 
Wed 11th Mar 1pm 
 
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 
Action, Family|1hr 40min |PG 
Sat 7th Mar 1pm| Sat 28th Mar 1pm 
 
 
Opunake Surf Lifesaving Club Fundraiser  
Meet the Director Kiel McNaughton 
THE LEGEND OF BARON TO’A – Action, Comedy 
1hr 53min|RP13: Language and sexual references 
Mon 23rd Feb 7pm  
 
Also screening Sat 14th Mar 7pm|Fri 20th Mar 7pm 
 

Come along - meet the Director and support the Opunake Surf Lifesaving Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FREE Driver Training 
2 hour practical sessions to help young or inexperienced 

drivers gain better driving skills  
 

Egmont A & P Grounds, Hawera (Burnside Ave) 
Sat 7 and Sun 8 March 

9.30am to 4pm  
 

Practical driving lessons with NZ Advanced Driver Training, 
including NZV8 Championship driver Phil Blythe 

 
Cars will be supplied for the driving sessions 

 
 

For more information or to book a spot 
email roadsafe.taranaki@stdc.govt.nz, text your name to 

Marion on 027 279 2662 or call 0800 111 323 
 

 

Complete the course and be in to win one of 12 places on a full day 
Advanced Driving Course at Manfeild Raceway in Feilding 

 

 
 

Join us for a fun and relaxing afternoon at Goodin Country Garden, all while being 
entertained by The Slacks. It will be a great day out for all the family - don’t forget to 
bring your friends along too.

Sunshine, music, quickfi re raffl es, food stalls and raffl es... what else could you want 
on a casual Sunday in summer?

Tickets: $30 per person (under 16 years free). Purchase online via Eventbrite - use Buy 
Tickets Now  or instore (cash only) at Nicci Goodin Designer Florist and McDonald Real Estate
All proceeds go directly towards funding the Life Education programme for children 
in Taranaki.

This event is only possible due to the generous support of our sponsors, NZME and 
Goodin Country Gardens.

Thank you for supporting Life Education Taranaki. For more information, please 
contact Christine: jgoodin@farmside.co.nz

The Slacks to play for
 Life Education Trust

Beautiful Day in the Neighbourhood at Everybodys Theatre 28 Feb and March 8 
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WANTED TO BUY
SCRAP METAL - for all 
scrap metal Taranaki wide, 
give us a call. Molten Metals 
(06) 751 5367. 
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

McNEIL DECORATING  
– for all your painting 
and decorating. Ph: Jason 
McNeil 027 233 4584

COASTAL GIB
STOPPERS.  Phone Glenn 
027 524 5745

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After Disaster 
Ltd 223 Devon St West, NP. 
Phone (06) 769 9265 

P.D. FLEMING LOGGING LTD
Forestry rigged & certified 33 ton loader, 
National Certificates in Forest Operations, 

Health & Safety approved. Free assessment on 
what your trees are worth $$$

Ph: Paul
027 630 9922 or email: paulflems@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES

Opunake & Okato Co-operating Parish
CHURCH SERVICES

St Paul’s Opunake Co-op & Rahotu
Opunake Cooperating Parish St Pauls, Havelock St

9.30am every Sunday and the
Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month

Oakura - St James - 10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays
Okato - St Pauls - 10am, 1st & 3rd Sundays

Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: 8.30am every 2nd and 4th 

Sundays of the month
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday

Other areas
Manaia - Sacred Heart - 1st, 3rd Sat at 5pm
(2nd, 4th & 5th Sat at Hawera’s St Josephs)

Kaponga - St Patricks, Sunday 8.45am
All welcome

St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - 1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays

The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10.30am Tuesday

Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday
Come along or contact 

Murray Baylis
027 218 3377

St. Barnabas Anglican Church 
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am

Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday

Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for 
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 6.30pm Sunday at Hempton Hall. 

Everyone welcome

TRADES & SERVICES

FOR SALE

LAWNMOWING, and 
section maintenance by local 
contractor SOS. Free quote. 
Ph 027 605 8437.

PUBLIC NOTICES

HCL BUILDERS for 
building houses.  Ph 027 
236 7129.

HCL BUILDERS for 
building decks. Ph 027 236 
7129.

Motor vehicle round trip to New Plymouth:
Time: 2.15 hours, 

Cost: 122 kms at 0.76 cents (AA published rate) $92.72

Motor vehicle round trip to Hawera:
Time: 1.25 hours, 

Cost: 88 kms at 0.76 cents (AA published rate) $66.88

Actionaki
Allied Opunake
Bob Clark
Campbell Contracting
Club Hotel
Coastal Care
Coastal Vets
Cottage Resthome
Country Connections
Craig Corrigan Ltd
Dreamtime Surf
Everybody’s Theatre
Fabulous Flowers
Farmlands

Farm Source
Gibson Plumbers
Ian & Judith 
Armstrong
Jean Roach
Karams Clothes on 
the Coast
Little French Bird 
Photography
Opunake & Coastal 
News
Opunake Chinese
Opunake Beach Kiwi 
Holiday Park

Opunake High School
Pastimes
Phoenix 45
Pickering Motors
Pihama Lavender
Raybern 
Entertainment
Retro on 45
Sinclair Electrical & 
Refrigeration
Turn Heads
Viv Scott

Community Spirit
It abounds in Opunake and it is PRICELESS

SHOP LOCAL

Your business could be here if you join the 
Opunake & District Business Association

OPUNAKE
& DISTRICT

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

HAY & STRAW. 
New season. Quality.  
Competitively priced. Ph  
027 384 4822.

MIZONE -  Land 
maintenance, lawns, garden 
maintenance, fencing repairs 
and new, waterblasting. Ph 
Mike 027 347 5590.

GRAZING AVAILABLE

BOOST YOUR IMMUNE 
System to protect against 
viruses with Virdefence. 
At the Health Shop, Centre 
City, New Plymouth. Ph 06 
758 7533.

BOWEN can be helpful for 
Sciatica, headaches, sore 
back etc. At the Health Shop, 
Centre City, New Plymouth. 
Ph 06 758 7533.

Dairy heifer grazing available on a 
May-May contract

Holdover cow grazing available 
long term

Ph Richard
027 510 9667

Heifer Grazing 
Available
May to May

Opunake Area
Phone Stephen on

027 315 6087
for more information

TARANAKI CLAN CAMERON LAR
is proud to present Taranaki/King Country MP

MRS BARBARA KURIGER
who is a strong advocate for Rural NZ. 

Following Barbara’s speech we will have the haggis 
ceremony followed by supper.

Venue: Hawera Club, 38 High St, Hawera
Date: Saturday March 7

Time: 7pm

Tickets $20 each. 
Available from Hardings Funeral Services, 

Regent St, Hawera.
Out of towners - payment to TSB bank number 

15-3950-0650035-00. Put your name in deposit details. 
Register before February 28.

If you need further assistance please call Neville on 
027 416 3563 or Shane on 027 663 2825

OAKURA INDOOR BOWLING 
CLUB

OPEN NIGHT FOR ALL
Come and see if this for you.

Monday, March 2nd  7.30pm at Oakura Hall
This is a family sport – 7.30 to 9.30 on 

Monday evenings – March to September. 
Contact  Marvin 7527531 or Zena 7527450 or 

just turn up.

Ratepayers are reminded that the last day for payment of the third 
instalment of rates for 2019/2020 without incurring a penalty will 
be Wednesday 26 February 2020.

WD Crockett
Chief Executive

THIRD RATES INSTALMENT

OPUNAKE BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

Meeting 1st Monday of each month 5.30pm 
at Hughson & Associates Boardroom, 

Opunake Business Centre, 23 Napier St
(opposite CoastalCare Medical Centre)

Next meeting March 2

• Races 
• Farm maintenance 
• Building sites
• Metal

• Cartage of feed & 
machinery
• Drainage
• Driveways 

We Do: 

Plus a lot more!

Grant Phillips - 027 318 4129
coastalearthworks@hotmail.co.nz

 
Auroa School 

734 Auroa Road, RD 28, Auroa, 4678 
office@auroa.school.nz 

Applications for Out of Zone Pupils 
Auroa School is a decile 8 full Primary School (includes year 7/8 students)             
located in South Taranaki. Enrolment at the school is governed by an            
enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the school office. 

The Board has determined that there are likely to be 8 vacancies available for              
Term 2, 2020. These vacancies are mostly in Year 1 and New Entrant with              
limited vacancies in Year 2 to 8. 

Applications can be made by applying in writing to the school by either post or               
email and by visiting the school office. 

The deadline for applications is 3pm, Wednesday 25th March.  

If the number of applicants exceeds the number of places available, students            
will be selected by ballot. Ballots, if required, will be held on the 26th March. 

Rodney Mullin, Board of Trustees 

ACHING BACK, sore 
hips, headaches, depressed. 
It could be Vitamin D 
defi ciency. For more 
information come into the 
Health Shop, Centre City, 
Ph 06 758 7533

CALL OUR FRIENDLY SALES TEAM AT THE

23 Napier St, Opunake

06 761 7016
See how our high readership rate 

can work for you 
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ONGOING
Jonathan Young: Need to chat with your local MP Jonathan Young? Jonathan will now 
hold his meetings at Coastal Care.  For more information phone: 06 7591363. Or email 
newplymouthmp@parliament.govt.nz
Movies at Everybodys Theatre in Opunake: Playing several days and nights each week. 
Refer timetable in newspaper.
SUNDAYS: Opunake Country Music Club: Second Sunday of each month at the Opunake 
Town Hall, 1-4pm.  All welcome
Open Mic at the Rahotu Tavern: Every second Sunday from 1-5pm.
MONDAYS: Tainui Day Centre - St Barnabas Church Hall, 141 Tasman Street Opunake: 
Each Monday 10 am - 12:230 pm. Information call Jenny 7618080 or Glenys 6558025 
Opunake Friendship Club: Meeting last Monday of each month in Opunake Town Hall at 
1.30pm. All welcome. 
TUESDAYS
Club Hotel Pool: Tuesday nights. New players welcome.
WEDNESDAYS
Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal Care, Opunake: Wednesdays  9am - 5pm, for an 
appointment call 027 591 4222 - 0800 555 676
Schnitzel Night: Every Wednesday at the Stony River Hotel, Okato
Club Hotel Texas Holdem Poker: Wednesday and Thursday Nights at the Club Hotel.
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 10.30am-3pm 
at the Opunake Business Centre, Napier St, Opunake. Just come along or phone Sheryl 06 
761 8769.
THURSDAYS
Club Hotel Texas Holdem Poker: Wednesday and Thursday Nights at the Club Hotel.
Coastal Young Farmers:  Meet 2nd  Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Okato Bowling 
Club. 
Taranaki Country Music Hall of Fame, Manaia: Running every Thursday night from 
7.30pm, 11 Surf Highway, South Road, Manaia.
Egmont Euchre Club: Meets every Thursday 1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club
FRIDAYS
Eltham Business Association Friday Markets: 9:30am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, 
High Street, Eltham.
Singer Songwriters, New Plymouth: Last Friday of the month at Little Theatre, 29 Aubrey 
St, NP from 7-11pm.
WEEKENDS 
The Historic Cape Light & Museum: Open 11am – 3pm weekends, Bayly Road, Warea. 
NOW UNTIL FEBRUARY 29
‘For the Love of Art’ Exhibition at Lysaght Watt Gallery:  At 6 Union St, Hawera.
FEBRUARY 9 TO MARCH 6
‘Inspired by Nature’ Pottery Exhibition: At The Village Gallery, Eltham. Opens on the 
9th at 1.30pm. Exhibition runs from February 10 until March 6. 
FEBRUARY 19 TO 22
Americarna: Various location and events throughout Taranaki. Refer advert and editorial 
from February 6 issue for details.
FEBRUARY 21
My Baby: Playing at Butlers Reef, Oakura. 7pm start. 
FEBRUARY 23
The Slacks: Goodin Country Garden, 158 Mirikau Rd, Warea. 11am-2.30pm. Refer ad.
FEBRUARY 26
Oaonui Smallbore Rifl e Club AGM: 7.30pm at the Oaonui Hall.
FEBRUARY 29
Red Bull Forceback National Finals: At Rahotu Domain, 10am start.
Taranaki Harness Centenary Race Day: Pukekura Raceway, New Plymouth. First race 
at 12.15pm. Free entry.
Govett Brewster Art Gallery 50th Birthday Street Party:  3pm to 9pm, Queen St, New 
Plymouth.
MARCH 2
Opunake Business Association meeting: 5.30pm at Opunake Business Centre, 23 Napier 
St, Opunake.
Oakura Indoor Bowling Club Open Night:  At Oakura Hall. 7.30pm. Refer ad. 
MARCH 5
Opunake Junior Soccer AGM:  At Sandfords Event Centre, Opunake, 7pm. 
MARCH 7
Taranaki Clan Cameron Lar presents Taranaki/King Country MP Barbara Kuriger:  
At the Hawera Club, 30 High St at 7pm. Refer ad. 
MARCH 7 & 8
Free Driver Training with Road Safe Taranaki & Auto City: Egmont A&P Showgrounds, 
Hawera. 9.30am to 4pm. Refer ad. 
MARCH 9
Okato Lions Club Driving Event:  10am departure. Refer advert for details. 
MARCH 10
Rahotu Home & School Association AGM:  At Rahotu School staffroom, 7pm. 
MARCH 11
Taranaki National Art Awards AGM:  At Sandfords Event Centre, Opunake, 1pm. 
MARCH 18 TO 26
Discover Northland Tour:  With Weir Bros. Ph 06 278 5858. Refer ad.
MARCH 20
Blindspot:  At Butlers Reef, Oakura. Refer ad.
MARCH 22
The Slacks. And Open Mic: At Lahar, Okato. 4.30-6.30pm.
MARCH 23
NPBHS Boarding Open Day:  10.15am to 3pm. Refer ad.
MARCH 27
Raw Muscle:  At Butlers Reef, Oakura. Refer ad.
APRIL 4
New Zealand Military Tattoo at Palmerston North:  With Weir Bros. Ph 06 278 5858. 
Refer ad.
OCTOBER 3 & 4
World of Wearable Art, Wellington tour:  With Weir Bros. Ph 06 278 5858. Refer ad.
OCTOBER 25 TO 30
Great Barrier Island & Auckland Tour:  With Weir Bros. Ph 06 278 5858. Refer ad.

What’s On Listings

Local news, local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016

23 Napier St, Opunake

Opunake 
Junior 
Soccer
AGM

Thursday March 5 
at 7pm

Sandfords Event 
Centre

TARANAKI NATIONAL 
ART AWARDS 

AGM
1pm Wednesday 11th March 2020
Sandfords Event Centre, Opunake

Further information at 
contact@taranakiartawards.co.nz

Rahotu Home and School 
Association AGM

Tuesday 10th March @ 7pm
Rahotu School Staffroom

All Welcome
S Holmes, Secretary

Taranaki Anniversary Monday (9th March) 
Inland Rahotu/Okato areas

$60 per vehicle, includes driver. $15 per passenger. 
$5 for children under13 years. 

BBQ lunch included. Bring general snacks and water.
Drive amongst 20 to 50 thousand year old lahar. 

Experience Taranaki boulder fields, 400 years of mud 
flows and turned pasture fields. 

Some optional Challenge and play areas.  
Entry by registration. Only 50 available spaces. 

Road legal, unmodified vehicles with AT or mud grip tyres 
a must.10am departure (A.R.R).

For starting points and further information please phone
Mariska 0275093390 or Tom 06 7587767

Limited to Entry 50 vehicles 

Jump 
to it!

Get your copy at a newstand near you, today!
Parera’s Bookshop, Broadway, Stratford
Outside First National, Cnr Victoria and High Streets, Hawera
Challenge Spotswood Petrol Station, New Plymouth
The Health Shop, Centre City, New Plymouth
Westside Grille, Tukapa St, Westown
The Store, Cnr Tukapa St & Wallath Rd, Westown (By the Locals Café)
Nth Taranaki Community House, 67 McLean St, Waitara
Inglewood Book Centre, 31 Rata St, Inglewood

The Opunake & Coastal News is now available in 
newstands throughout Taranaki at the following locations:

Challenge Spotswood Petrol Station
The Health shop, Centre City

Westside Grille, Tukapa Street, Westown
Outside First National, Cnr Victoria and High Streets, 

Hawera

Look for the Newspaper Reading Cow on the newstands

Next issue due out 
March 5, 2020.. 

Contact us on 06 761 
7016 to be in it.

On October 24 last year I 
lost my cell phone.

I’d been at Everybodys 
Theatre in Opunake 
and somehow between 
being in the theatre mid 
afternoon and walking to 
the car parked near the 
theatre entrance the phone 
disappeared.

I’ve lost my cell phone

I wonder if anyone can 
help me.

It’s a new Nokia phone 
with the phone number 020 
4105 0230 cellotaped on to 
the back of the phone.

I’m happy to give a 
reward if it’s returned, no 
questions asked. My home 

phone number is (06) 761 
8206 or I can be contacted 
 at the Opunake & Coastal 
News offi ce in the Opunake 
Business Centre, 23 Napier 
Street, Opunake.

Many thanks, 

Bernice McKellar
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10 TOYOTA RACTIS GL PACKAGE
1.5 Auto, 66km

$10,995

13 SUZUKI SX4 SPORTSHATCH
1.5, Auto, 48km

$13,995

2010 HOLDEN COMMODORE GTR
3600cc, Station wagon,

Tipronic

$17,995

13 MAZDA AXELA SPORTS
1.5 Auto,

$12,995

15 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER
NZ New, Low kms

$19,995

2014 HOLDEN COLORADO FLATDECK UTE:
2.5 Diesel Turbo 6sp, TRADESPERSONS

PERFECT 48km

NOW $23,995

2009 BMW X3 X DRIVE 25I
4WD, Tiptronic, 46km

$17,995

2017 SUBARU IMPREZA SPORTS
1.6I-LI-SIGT

New Generation Camchain Engine, 78km

NOW $17,995

2012 TOYOTA AVENSIS
SPORTEWAGON 20G

Tiptronic Auto Leather Trim,
Cruise Low Kms

TWO FROM $12,995

06 VOLVO V50 SPORTS WAGON
Leather, 70km

NOW ONLY $9,995

2011 NISSAN DUALIS (QASHQAI)
(Higrade) 2.0

Auto, moonroof, keyless operation 79km

$16,995

2011 SUBARU EXIGA
7 SEATER, SPORTSWAGON: 2.0 Auto ONLY 29km

$12,995

15 Suzuki Swift Sport.1.6 5sp 43km Awesome in blue .......................$15,995
14 HYUNDAI I20 Hatch (NZ NEW): Auto, 60km................................$12,995
12 NAVARA D/C UTE WIth Canopy: 2.5 5sp t/bar............................$12,495
11-08 Nissan Dualis 20G: Auto Low kms ................................FROM $12,995
11 BMW 116i Sportshatch; Auto 59km ...........................................$12,995
08 BMW 320i Sportswagon (High Grade): Auto 53km .......................$11,995
08 Mazda 2 Demio Sports, 1.5, Tiptronic 76km.......................NOW $10,995
12-09 Mazda Demio 13C, Hatch, Auto, Low kms..............NOW FROM $9,995
08 Toyota Corolla Auris Hatch: 1.5 Auto 90km....................................$9,995
O5 Honda Elysion 8 Seater, Auto Higrade 80km..........................NOW $9,995
07 Mazda Axela Sporthatch: 1.5 Auto 122km.....................................$8,995
07 Honda odyssey (7 Seater): 2.4 Auto 104km, EXCELLENT VALUE......$8,995
10 Daihatsu Sirion Sports: 1.5 aw, 80km ...........................................$8,995
10 Nissan March 1.3 Low kms.................................................NOW $7,995

05 Nissan Tiida Hatch: 1.5 Auto, reverse camera and parking sonar ONLY 26km ... $7,995
09 Nissan Lafesta G. 2.0 Auto 7 seater, Low kms, SUPER SPECIAL ..... NOW $7,995
06 Mazda MPV Sports NEW MODEL 2.3............................................$7,995
09 Mitsubishi Colt; black 78km SPECIAL.............................................$7,995
07 VW Beetle; 1.6 Auto....................................................................$7,995
06 Mazda RX8 Sports, 104km Includes 12 month Warranty ................$6,995
06 Ford Focus Hatch 1.6 Auto EXCELLENT VALUE...............................$6,995
05 Honda Accord 3.0 Auto Low kms, Alloys ........................................$5,995
05 Subaru Legacy Sportswagon: 2.0 Auto Excellent Condition ...............$5,995
01 BMW 325i (NZ NEW); Auto, higrade Excellent Condition .................$5,995
05 Ford Mondeo 2.0 Auto ........................................................ONLY $4,995
05 Mitsubishi Diamante Espada 2.5 Auto 141km ................................$4,995
04 VW PASSAT 4-MOTION WAGON: Auto. higrade and spacious ..ONLY $4,995
00 Honda Civic Hatch: 1.7 Auto Very Clean .........................................$4,995
06 Mazda Atenza Sports: 2.3 6sp FOR TENDER AS IS WHERE IS RESERVE...... $2,000
11 Mitsubishi Lancer Sports 2.0 Tiptronic 87km ....................................SOLD
03 Mazda Atenza Sportshatch; 2.3 Auto higrade....................................SOLD

THIS WEEKS SPECIALS

13-09 AXELAS
2.0 & 1.5
NEW SHAPE
FROM $12,995

09 4WD
7 seater
43 kms
NOW $16,995

TOP CONDITION &
LOW KMS> WOW

Leather trim.
Sporty Numbered
Edition

15 SX4 S-CROSS
1.6, Auto,
NZ NEW, 71km
$15,995RATED THE SAFEST CARS IN THE WORLD

2011 NISSAN NOTE 1.6X
1600cc, Petrol, Hatch,

42,141km, Black, 5 SPEED

NOW $9,995

2014 NISSAN JUKE 15RX
1500cc, Auto, Higrade, 39km

$16,995

10 VOLVO C30 SPORTS ACTIVE
2.4 Auto, only 33km,

SUPER CAR SUPER SAFE SUPER VALUE

$10,995

08 Ractis G
1.5 Auto 100km
$7,995 RATED THE SAFEST CARS IN THE WORLD

LIKE NEW

ALL ON ROAD COSTS INCLUDED PLUS TANK OF FUEL. FREE? NO, INCLUDED IN PRICE!!!!

09-08 Dualis
46-84km
$12,995

10 NOTE
1.5 Auto, 78km

NOW $8,995

12 NAVARA D/C UTE
With Canopy: 2.5 5sp
t/bar $12,495
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